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possession of Corfu in the name of the Allied Powers of Austria, 
RusSia, Prussia, and herself. 


The Tonians, relying on the promises of England, flattered them- 
selves now that they should regain their former independence 
and their former government, and the first act of the Senate of 
Corfa, composed of Representatives from each Island, elected 
by the islands when a Republic, and never dissolved by Bona- 
parte, was'to address a Memorial to the Emperor of Russia, 
Stating their expectations and hopes. This. Memorial, dated 
2ist May, 1814, was about to be formally brought before the 
Congress at Vienna, when General Campbell arrived at Corfa as 
Commissioner of the Allied Powers, atid declared that the Eng- 
lish Government did not recognize the existence ef an indepen- 
dent Ionian nation. Every Ionian who remembered the pledges 
of the Evoperor Alexander, on declaring war against France in 
1812, of restoring to the Islands their indenendence. of which the chan- 
ces of war had dispossessed them, and the proclamations of the Brit- 
ish commanders in taking possession of the Islands, om the re- 
duction of any part, the Septinsular flag must be hosted and not the 
British, which conforming to the general conduct-you are to observe, will 
signify ta the native inhabitant: that it is not a conquest you are engaged 
in, but the expulsion of the French to liberate them from bondage (Pa- 
pers presented to the House of Commons, 8th April, 1816; Lord 
Collingwood’s Instructions, and Proclamation of the British 
commander), was astonished at the language of the declaration 
of General Campbell, 

The harsh Proclamation iesued on taking possession of 
Corfu éxhibits a striking contrast to that issued by the French 
General Douzellot on taking leave of the islands, The French, 
although absolute masters‘ of the Ionian Islands, by right of con- 
quest, respected nevertheless the laws and institutions and nation- 
al rights. Gen. Campbell, though he merely occupied Corfa 
provisionally, assumed not only the military, but also the civil 
power, subjecting to himself every tribanal, and recognising no 
law but his own will. He treated the people with a severity 
which they had never felt before, and which they only endured 
: because there was no appeal. He abolished the University and 
} dissolved the Academy, and reduced the printing presses to one, 
> which, with the Post Office and Police, he took into his own 
; hands, employing only foreigners, whom he had had under him 
; in Sicily. 

: A Treaty signed at Paris, on the 5th of November, 1815, as- 
3 signed to the Ionian Islads an honoarable place in the great Bu- 
; ropean Commonwealth, erecting them into a free and indepen- 
: dent State, and placing their freedom and independence ander tho 
; protection of Great Britain, 

: The intrigaes resorted to in order to defeat the intentions of 
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Politics of Gurope 


The Shipping Report of yesterday annonnced the arrival of 
the Larxins, Captain Wilkinson, from Madras; La NovvetLe 
Attrancr, from Bordeaux, the Sist of May; and two Arab Ves- 
sels from Muscat. We have not yet learnt that either of these 
has brought any News of importance, although the French Ship 
may probably have Papers of a latter date than those last receiv- 
ed from England. Should any such come into our possession, 
we shali not fail to communicate whatever intelligence of inter- 
est they may contain. 

We have given a large portion of our present Number toa 
whole Chapter from Sir George Staunton’s late Work on China, 
in reply to an Article that appeared in the Epinsurcn Review, 
for February, 1818, supposed to have been written by Mr. Craw- 
fard now on a Mission to Siam. 

In the Asiatic Sheet will be found a Report of the measures 
taken for the formation of a Committee to assist in the Relief of 
the Distressed Irish, to which we beg to direct the reader's atten- 
tion. The remaining space will be found occupied with articles 
of European News. 

London, May 13, 1822.— We have to regret that a continued 
press of matter has hitherto prevented us fram availing ourselves 
of the information we possess on the subject of the Ionian Islands, 
which have been governed with so little regard to justice and 
humanity, to trae policy, and the reputation of this country. 
As the subject is to be brought before the House to-morrow by 
Mr. Hume, we seize the present opportunity of adverting to it in 
a general manner, which is all that our limits will now allow us 
to do. We have matter in our possession which woald fill 
volames, 

We passover the Venetian Sovereignty (mildness itself com- 
pared to the present Government), and the events which succeed- 
ed the fall of Venice, down to 1800, when the Seven Islands were 
formed into an-[ndependent Republic. In a short time the 
greatest improvements took place. A Greak University was 
founded at Corfu, and an Tonian Academy, which counted 
among its associates some of the highest characters for letters 
and science in Europe. The Peace of Tilsit put an end to this 
career of prosperity and improvement, aud the Seven Islands 
were annexed to the French Empire, by a Decree of Bonaparte. 

Through the inyitation of the Iuhabitants, Great Britain in 
1809, sent a force to co-operate with them in reducing the French 
force there, and in restoring their antient Government. The Inhabi- 
tants received the British troops with open arms, and they took 
possession of the Islands of Zante, Cephalonia, Cerigo, [thaca, 
almost without firing @ masket shot. The flag of the Septinsu- 
lar Republic once more waved over the fortresses, and the 
British Ambassador at the Porte (Mr. Apasn) announced to the 
Tarkish Government its revival, and caused the Septinsular 
Ships then at Constantinople to hoist the Republican flag. If 
the Septinsular Republic was not at once restored to all its : 
rights, and re-established in all its forms, this was merely because 
Corfu, the capital and seat of Government, the island of which the 
position and fortresses were of most consequence, was stijl oc- 
capied by the French ;— it was only in consequence of the entrance 
pf the Allied Armies intg Pasis in 1914, that Great Britain took 


i aie oe ed Le A SOP PODE DEO E POE PEBDEEFREBRELEBEEEBEBDEBRCEEEEBEBRLEEEPEEBEFEPCEBBDEPED EF, 


the Allies, previous to the arrival of General Maitland, we shall 
pass over. It was supposed that the conduct of General Camp- 
bell was not sanctioned by Government, bat General Maitland 
soon destroyed this illusion, by issuing a Proclamation on the 
17th of February 1816, announcing that the conduct of his pre- 
decegsor had obtained the approbation of his Britannic Majes- 
ty’s Government, It would seem as if General Maitland, ia 
holding this language, had in view his own popularity at the ex- 
pence of his Government, by showing that he could follow the 
system of bis predecessor if be chose without any risk, for he 
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soon afterwards issued other Proclamations disapproving of some 
of the most important acts of General Campbeli’s administra- 
tion, abolishing his corn monopoly as unnecessary and sdious, re- 
versing his sentences, dismissing in a disgraceful manner by 
public Proclamation the British Treasurer who had acted under 
his orders, and (what is hardly credible) he even appointed a 
@ommission to receive all complaints which any persons had te 
make against the conduct of his predecessor,'which but a month 
“before he declared had received the approbation of his Majesty. 


General Maitland had, before his coming, formed an opinion 


of the character of the Islanders, very different from that which . 


he found them to possess. He thought of finding them like those 
whom he had been used to command in the West Indies and at 
Malta, where he could have done any thing, not only without 
' @pposition, but without fear of a knowledge of his acts reaching 
Europe. Instead of this, he found meu of talents and educa- 
tion, skilful ia managing the affairs of their own country, many 
of them having relations in the service of foreign Courts, and 
having foreign Consuls residing among them, through whom 
Europe learned every one of his acts before his own Govern- 
ment did. He soon saw thatthe departure fromthe sense of 
the Treaty of Paris, and the stripping the people of their inde- 
pendence, by imposing on them a Constitution, under which he 
alone should have all the power, would be a work of great diffi- 
culty than he bad anticipated. He could not, however, succeed 
in his plan so long as the Ionian Senate existed asa body. It 
was composed of three Deputies of Corfu, three of Zante, three 
of Cephalonia, and one of Sauta, Maura, and was presided over 
by Prince Comuto, It had existed under the Septinsular Re- 
pablic; the Rrench continued; and the British found it existing 
when they arrived at Corfu. General Maitland iotimated to the 
Senate that he would not acknowledge it as a Body representing 
the Seven Islands, bat only as representing Corfu.—The Senators 
appealed to the Treaty of Paris, which stipulated in article 4, 
that until a Constitutional Charter should be prepared and rati- 
fied, the existing forms of Government were to remain in vigour 
in the different Islands, In order to manage this body, he wish- 
ed to have an instrument within itself, and contrary to the pledge 
he gave on his arrival, of making no alterations in the Govern- 
ment of each Island, he appointed as President of the Senate 
Emanuel Theotocki, a native of Corfu, a man versed in all the arts 
of intrigue, and bearing the worst character; a eulogist of the 
Rassians under the Russians, and detesting the French ; under 
the French, a bitter enemy of the English; and under the Eng- 
lish the bitter enemy of every other nation. Immediately after 
Theotocki took his seat in the Senate, he renewed the proposition 
in the name of the General, that it should call itself the Senate 
of Corfu, and not of the Seven Islands. The Senate resisted 
the attempt; Theotocki however broke up the sittings, and refer- 
red the question to General Maitland, The Senators addressed 
a Memorial to the General, referring to the Treaty of Paris. The 
Memerial was sent back, with a declaration that he could only 
recelve communications through the President, but announcing 
at the same time that he should refer the question to his Majesty’s 
Goveroment, and two days after his declaration, he degraded 
four of these Senators in the most disgracefal manner as inept 
and corrupt (inetti e corotti), Proclam 22 and 29 May, and decla- 
ring that he did so by authority of his Majesty’s Orders in Coun- 
cil. The indizoation of all was keenly excited, by his treating 
in this manner men of the highest honour and character, who 
had served their country for more than 12 years, for stating their 
opinion with frankness but with truth. The President, to merit 
still more the confidence of his Patron, tried to get the people of 
the country to sign a paper delegating a power to the Lord High 
Commissioner to form a Constitutional Charter; and a Justice of 
the Peace of the district of Lefcbimo, for having refased his sig- 
pature, was, ander different pretexts, dismissed from this office 
by General Maitland. Having dismissed the only body capable 


of counteracting his views, he could now do what he pleased, 
Having gained over a certain namber of persons in the different 
islands, and arranged every thing according to his wishes, he set 
off for England, in consequence, as be said, of the gracious per- 
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mission granted to him by his Majesty, to go and receiwe the Royal 
instructions relative to she formation of the Constitutional Charter of the 
Siate, 

We are forced to leave off ; but we shall resume the subject 
to-morrow. 





Mexico.— Advices from Vera Cruz, dated January 26, mention, 
that the corps of Spanish troops, under the command of General 
Linan, was still in cantonments near the capital, Mexico, as 
the arrangement by which it had been stipulated, that they shoald 
have vessels furnished them, and the means of conveyance to 
some country in union with the mother country, had not been 
carried into effect, In the mean time, their pay and rations were 
supplied to them with the greatest. punctuality, but in the oc- 
currences which have recently taken place in New Spain, itis a 
very singular cireamstance that this corps has not been dis- 
banded, or allowed to leave the country. From this circum- 
stance it is evident, that the treaty entered into with O'Donoju, at 
Cordova, hag been referred over to Spain, with a view to ascer- 
taia whether any Member of the reigning Family would consett 
to be crewned in Mexico, one of the main objects of the late 
revolution, and that no answer had yet been received. The 
Castle of St. John de Ulna, which commands the harbour of 
Vera Cruz, is still occupied by a Spanish garrison. It is sup- 
posed that a Congress formed of Deputies from the various pro- 
vinces assembled in conformity to a proclamation, for this pur- 
pose issued by the Provisional Goveroment, institated in Mexi- 
co, to deliberate on the final plan to be adopted; but nothing is 
yet known of the determinations adopted by the assembled 
Representatives of the Mexican empire. In the mean time, it 
appears to be the wish of the coantry to be independent of Spain, 
yet if possible to avoid a war; to havea Monarchy instead of a 
Republic, and a Commissioner has been sent to the United States, 
who experienced a very favourable reception at Washington. 


On Saturday we copied an extraordinary article from the 
Giascow Courter, respecting the French expedition from Mar- 
tinique, against the Spanish part of St, Domingo, which has 
since led as into a variety of inquiries; and we now lay the re- 
sult before our Readers. 


Saint’ Domingo. —We some time ago published an account of the 
revolutioa in the city of Santo Domingo, by which the Columbian 
flag was adopted, and ail alleziance to the Mother Country thrown 
off. This revolution was effected through the influence and exertious 
of the party of natives, who, in 1808, rose against the French, and 
with the aid ofa British blockading fleet, and 1200 troops from 
Jamaica, under General Carmichael, expelled the oppressors of 
their country, who bad even formed the mad project of aiding in 
the subjugation of the contiguous continent and islands, so as to 
induce them to add to the expected triumph of Napoleonin Spaio, 


- No sooner was this revolution in favour of the iadependence and 


annexation of the country to the Colambian cause effected, than a 
counter-project was formed at Santiago, the second city in the 
Spanish part, and which, previous to the inroads of Dessalines, 
rivalled the capital in point of riches and population. It is situ- 
ated 45 leagues from Cape Francois, and sixty from the city ot 
Santo Domingo.—From tbis place the greatest part of the horned 
cattle and mules, consumed in the North side of Hayti, have long 
been supplied, consequently, between both constant relatious have 
been kept up. The inhabitants of Santiago, possessing ouly local 
views, and situated in the centre of an island, having little exter- 
nal intercourse, deemed it more coadacive to their welfare to 
coalesce with their Haytian neighbours, who, by the death of 
Christophe, had acquired a degree of consistency and strength, 
which Hayti bad not enjoyed since the expulsion of the whites, 
They Fat bs determined to send overtures to Boyer, and at the 
time, our readers will remembék, we published the form and result 
of the application, 


That Boyer would eagerly avail himself of the opportanity of 
obtaining possession of a tract of country, nearly twice as large 
as the one over which the Haytian fag waved, and infinitely more 


valuable ie point of territorial riches, might naturally be expected, 


The fact is, it always entered inte the views of the Haytian 
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Government to extend its dominion over the Spanish part, notonly } the Martiniqne Admiral has interfered in this affair, by which the 


because this served the purposes of aggrandisement, but because 
its possession by their natural enemies the French, rendered their 
own situation precarious, as the Spanish part, owing to its local 
advantages, can always be wielded as a powerful instrument to 
divide and subjugate the former French division of the island. 


Boyer and his Government had, nevertheless, been withheld 
through respect and consideration to the Spaniards; but this 
barrier to his views was removed, for the city of Santo Domingo 
threw off its allegiance to the Mother Conntry, and Santiago 
invited him over as its future protector. He consequently resolv- 
ed to make a bold push for the whole; an army of upwards of 
$,000 Haytians was prepared ; he marched, and, it will be remem-- 

_bered, in three weeks the conquest was complete. 


‘We now come to the most curious part of our narrative. In 
the city of Santo Domingo a number of old French colonists had 
remained and settled, after the evacuation of the British in 1809, 

‘ when it was delivered op to the Spanish local authorities. These 
colonists, connected with that party of the same class in Paris, 
who for the last twenty years, have been unceasingly instigating 
the French Government to retake Hayti, and recover for them 
what they yet preposteronsly call their own property, conceived that 
this would be a favourable moment to realize their long premedi- 
tated schewe. As soon as they learnt that Boyer was coming to 
claim the supremacy of the Spanish part of the island, they sent 
up an invitation to the French Admiral at Martinique, offering bim 
the allegiance of the country, and assuring him that they had a 
large force to withstand Boyer. The last acconnts from St. 
Pierre, dated February 14, mention, that on the preceding day, a 
ship of the line, three frigates, three transports. four brigs, and 
four schoorcrs, having on board 2,000 men, and 50 pieces of field 
artillery, had left that port for Samana, with an intention to take 
the Spanish part of St. Domingo. 


It now appears that the Nautitus sloop of war, on her way 
from the Windward Islands. touched at the city of St. Domingo, 
and the reports she brought down with her to Jamaica, as contain- 
ed io several mercantile letters we have had an opportanity of 
consultiag, dated Kirnzston, March 23, and 24, are to the follow- 
jog effect: —That Bover had obtained quiet possession of the 
Spanish part of the Island, when the French Admiral with his fleet 
arrived off St. Domingo, fo whom the Haytian Chief sent a mes- 
age, informing him, that if he laaded a single man on the Islands 
in enmity, he would order a general massacre of all the French 
Whites in the Island, and some accounts state that the Whites of 
other countries were also included in the threat, and that he had 
also prohibited them from holding property in the Island. The 
French Admiral bore up, and, it is said, sailed from Puerto Ri- 
co; but itis strongly suspected that his intention was to go 
through the Mona Passage and land at Samana, a peninsula, and 
not a detached Island, as is generally thought. The bay of this 
name, in point of size, productions, situation, and communication 
with the interior, possess incalculable advantages, ef which the 
French have always been particularly sensible. 


Our object. in entering on the preceding details, has not 
only been to give a general idea of the extraordinary affair allud- 
ed to, with all the accuracy in our power; but alsoto promete 
some inquiries both from the British and French’ Governments, 
as arelief to the anxiety that must naturally be felt by parties 
counected in trade with the qaarter alluded to, It is currently 
reported and believed in the city, that a general embargo has 
been laid on all the ports in Hayti, and this preliminary measure 
is interpreted as the forerunner of disaster; asit is farther stat- 
ed that the Freach Admiral had landed at Samana, and Boyer 
bad marched against him. If this is the case, when we reflect on 


the pastin, St. Domingo, we tremble for the consequences. A 
few days may possibly relieve the pablic from the present sus- 
pense, but, jn the meantime, would it not be advisable for some 
Member of Parliament to ascertain what Ministers know on this 
subject, narticularly as the Nautitus has returned home? Nam- 
bérs of French are now settled and trading in Hayti, and would 
not the Chamber of Deputies do well to inquire by what authority 


SOOO DE RH OEE EE FECIDEDLEEEEBE BEBE OEBEBEDEEEDEEEOEEERI OL EELEDE EDL EERE EE RABEBLUEEE TAUB EE ERE BEBERELEBUOLIEEPEBEBELEDEDEPEBELEBELELEBEBEBEBLODOELEBELEBEFEBDEBEBDEEEEEBEPEBECEDLELOD* HEED: 


lives of many Frenchmen may be endangered, and, particularly, 
whether ithas been through any understanding with Spain? ~ 


Marseilles, April 27, 1822.—A vessel is just sailed for Greece 
with twenty-five military passengers. We have two arrivals from 
Alexandria. and Smyrna, Of the Turkish fleet, thirty-four sail 
had arrived at Alexandria, on the 14th March, after their defeat by 
the Greeks ; but several had been destroyed mm entering the port, 
by aterriblehurricane. Tho Pasha of Egypt proposes transport 
ing, in fifty vessels, anumber of Albanian troops, and to make a 
descent on Cyprus and Candy, The Isle of Scio was taken ou 
the 22d March, by the inhabitants of Samos. The Rosa. left 
Smyrna on the 24th March, and was summoued back by the French 
Consul, oa account of the massacres, but the captain refused to 
obey. Oar letters from Smyrna are of the second April. The 
Turks were infuriated by the loss of Scio, whidh was taken by 3000 
Samiotes, after a bloody struggle. They fixed upon the house of 
the Frenei Consul, of Scio, who sent a courier to Smyrna, on the 
arrival of whom, a ship of war was dispatched,which removed him, 
the Catholic Archbishop, and his congregation. A thousand 
Asiatic Tarks had arrived at Smyrna, who were committing all sorts 
of horrors ; assassinating from two to twelve persons per day, and 
firing in at the windows of the Christians. At Constantinople a 


; fleetis preparing for Scio. 


The most satisfactory accounts arrive from the Morea, Candia, 
Epirus, and Thessaly. The Lord Commissioner ef the Ionian 
Islauds, who allows the Turks to go where they please, and to do 
what they will, has sent a message to the Commander of the Greck 
fleet, thathe is not to sail onthe coast of Epirus. 


Greek Cause.—The Paris Papers of Thursday last, state the 
Greek cause to have received animportant accession of strength. 
The Greek peasantry of the north of Thessaly and Upper Mace- 
dovia having been compelled to take the field to resist the repeat- 
ed attempts of the Pasha of Salonichi to deprive them of their 
arms, formed a body of 7000 men, including the best sharp shoot- 
ters in Greece, and under the command of Captains Tassos, 
Diamentes, and Saphirakes, proceeded in the first instance to 
occupy the defiles of Mount Olympus, the valley of Tempe, and 
the banks of Peneus; and thence, their numbers increasing on 
their march, traversed the country as far as Killiderven, on the 
Seacoast. The Macedonian army then commenced the seige of 
Berrhoe. A body of Turks sent to its relief by the Pasha of 
Salonichi were defeated, and the place surrendered on the 24th of 
March, ‘This new insurrection has compelled Chourschid Pasha 
to relinquish his plan of marching to the reliefof Patras. An 
entreuched camp, occupied by the Turkish troops, ander the 
walls of Patras, is said ty have been forced by the Greeks, who, 
after killing aconsiderable number of the enemy, carried eff 40 
pieces of field artillery sent from Constantinople, and a quantity 
of ammunition. The President of the Greek Congress has noti- 
fied tothe Agents of the European Powers, that all the ports of 
Crete are ina state of blockade.—Napolidi Romania was on 
the point of capitulating at the date of the latest advices from 
Zante (the 4th April), The new Elections for Paris commenced 
on Tursday. Letters from St. Petersburgh, worthy of credit 
state, that since the last dispatches from M. de Tatitscheff there 
was no longer any hope of peace. 


In addition to the above information extracted from the 
Paris Papers, we have to add that Salonichi has been invested 
by the Grecks, and that an English frigate and another vessel bad 
sailed from Smyrna to protect British lives aad property at Salo- 
nichi. 

Frankfort Papers to the 4th of May have been received. A 
long article in the Journal De FRANKFoRT, dated Frontiers of 
Russia, 12th April, contradicts with mach vehemence some ac- 
counts given in the ALLGEMEINE Zeitunc, of the countenance 
afforded by Rassia to Prince Michael Suzzo, as also to the al 
leged fact of forming the refugee Hetarists into a regiment. “ Th 
policy of Russia in the affairs of Greece is so pure, and now s 
well known,” says the letter writer, “that it is only to depriv 
malevolence of its last arms that we take the trouble of refutia 
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the lying assertions which are brongbt forward to ferd the curi- 
osity of the reader.” We supply the fojlowing extract :— 


Vienna, April 27.—A new loan is spoken of, but it is not 
known who will obtain it. The hope of the preservation of peace 
Our Court has not yet, on any occasion, 
declared itself so firmly and decidedly to this efivet.” 


Bondon,—The Lord Chancellor of Ireland bas appointed Sir 
Beojemin Bloomfield to be a Jnstice of the Peace, for the 
County of Tipperary. 


The accounts received from Ireland on Saturday, are ex- 
cvedingly afflicting in every poiut of view, both as to hunger and 
disorder. 

On Satorday, the dispatches for Madras and Bengal, hy the 
ship Putnce Recent, were closed at the East India House, and 
delivered to the Purser of that ship. 


We understand that the Graad Jury of the County of Mid- 
dlesex, now sitting at Westminster, formed of some of the most 
respectable Gentlemen of that City, have determined te recom- 
mend in their seyeral Parishes, that the endeavour to assist their 
distressed fellow-subjects in Leland, should be taken into im- 
mediate consideration, that all the aid and relief possible may be 
afforded them, before their want and suffering increase aod 
apread too far, 


Scottigh Hospital.—The Spring Meeting of this usefyl and 


. well-conducted Charity, was held in the Freemasons’ Tavern, on 


Satorday. His Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence and St. 
Andrew’s, ig the Chair, supported, right and left, by the Mar- 
quess of Graham and the Earl of Kinnoui, Several other persons 
of rank were present; and the compaay, though not very nume- 
rous, was highly respectable, nor were the viands provided by 
Mr. Cuff, at all te be quarrelied with._—After the cloth had been 
removed, Non Nobis Domine, and some other songs, sung in very 
decent style, and the usual Court toasts disposed of in the usnal 
manver, the Marquess of Grabam proposed the health of the 
Rogal Chairman, to which bis Royal Highness replied in a 
Speech of some lenyth. He pointed out bis own claim of kin- 
dred with Scotsmea through the Electress Sophia; praised the 
bravery of Scotsmen in the army and navy; expressed satisfac- 
tion that the natjonal jarrings between Scotsmen and English- 
men had ceased; praised Colonel Stewart's recent publication 
oo the History of the Highland Regiments; and paid some band- 


some and well-merifed compliments to the Managers of the So- { 


ciety. The speech of his Royal Highness was received witha 
due degree of attention ; the healths of the Office-bearers were 
drank ; a subscription was made amounting to 250!.; and the 
company, after having spent their tiqye in the greatest hilarity 
and harmony, separated about eleven o'clock, 


Court of Kings Bench.—Iu a report in our paper of Satar- 
day last, the King versas O’Brien, the application for a criminal 
information was said to be at the instance of Mr. Eliwail, nrer- 
chant, in London. We have been requested, on the best autho- 
rity, to state, that Mr. George Elwall, merchant, of Alderman- 
bury, was not the applicant, that he is the only merchant in Lon- 
don of that name, and we see that ia two other Morning Papers 
the name of the applicant js said to be ‘TFrwin.” 


Madrid Pavers.—Madrid Papers to the 29th April have 
been received.—The. following extracts. go far to shew that the 
French Government is exerting itself to foment disturbances in 
in the North of Spain: — 


Mureia April.— la the night of the 20th, a division of 100 
men went in pursuit of the bandit Jaime, who has appeared again 
at the head of the body of factions, from 150 to 200in number. 
Jt seems that the above division, commanded by Captain Chacon, 
will be joined by 100 men of the regiment of Malaga. 


Jaime, with 36 men, foot and liorse, entered Jomilla, aud 
overthrew the Stone (of the Constitation) io the sight of the ou- 
qnerous inhabitants, who patiently suffered it. 


At Beniel, three leagues from this city, the Stone was 
pelied down in the night by some of the people themselves. 
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At Abanilla and Portana, they were expecting that Jaime 
would do the same, though ia these places preparations were mak- 
ing for defence. 


Priday’s post from Madrid was intercepted by Jaime, and 
yesterday afternoon the letters arrived, all tora and disordered, 
which he suffered to pass, 


On the same Friday a report was spread that the image of 
Jesus of Nazareth sweated blood. Our prudeat Bishop preached 
yesterday, to persuade the people of the folly of believing such 


a story, which is spread by people who never attended mass i 
their lives. 


Barcelona, April 18.—By letters from Figueras we kocw 
that the band of Misas is daily increasing, The political ehief, 
Don Peral, who had arrived at that town, was preparing to go in 
pursuit of him, but the want of troops will probably delay the 
extermination of the factions. Under such circumstances it seems 
that one of the regiments in garrison at Barcelona should be em- 
ployed in the service, but we see with grief that there is no ap- 
pearance that a measure wHil be taken, which ig so argently cal- 
led for, to maintain pablic order and tranquillity in this province 

April. 19,—According to the accounts which we receive, 
the number of factious is considerable, who advance from various 
parts towards Gerona, armed with English maskets. Their uni- 
form is a scarlet jacket, a cross an the arm, with a crown of 
laurel, and short velvet breeches. Those assembled about Bet- 
toria, are commanded by a priest anda friar, Some affirm that 
they are recruiting in other-parts of the Valles, and it is also af- 
firmed that many French deserters join them ; from ail we hear, 
we infer that the conspiracy is more serious than it has been. 


April, 20,.—The letters which we receive by this post from 
Figueras, Gerona, and Berga, do but confirm the jmpertance of 
the conspiracy which has been preparing for sometime. Captain 
Arango, who marched from Figueras, fell in with a party, which 
he attackéd and dispersed, killing two, and taking one prisoner. 
Misa’ was at Liarona with 150 men. 


By accounts from Gerona of the 17th, small bodies of pea- 
sants arrived from all quarters to reinforce the Army of ihe Faith, 
The night before last 60 men passed by Saleac, going towards 
Misas, and last night abeve 100, by San Gregorio, 

The Prefect of Perpignan bas sent word that he does not know 
that there are any factious Spaujards in big department, but if 
there are they shall be sent out of it. One of the prisoners whom 
the rebels took, aud who has escaped, affirms that a French 
officer belonging to the Cordon, once delivered to Misas 48 ounces 
and at another time 50, He adds that aniforms are made ia 
France for them, 

From Berga we hear that the Chief Montaner bas arrived 
at Patan, coming from Perpignan, with a passport to leave 
France; he was the head of the Jnsurgents in’ those parts last 
September, and hig retarn to Spain is doubtless arranged with 
his partisans. We know that the authorities yesterday received 
this news, and we do not doubt buat that they wil! be convinced 
of the importance of what is passing, and that bayonets are the 
only means to arrest the progress of a faction which is much 
more formidable than it was on the 25th of last month, and will 
daily become more so, and cause iacalculable injary, unless 
trvops are sent, and march with the rapidity of lightning to at- 
tack them, 

Madrid, April 27.—Numerous letters have been received 
from Alivant, Monooar, Oribeula, and Murcia, relating many ex- 
cesses committed by Jaime in the provinces of Murcia and Ali- 
cant, On the 22d, he appeared a quarter of a league from Ori- 
heula, whence GY men of the first regiment of Catalonia, and 
many of the militia went oat to attack the bandiiti, whom they 
pat to flight in a few minutes, taking five prisoners, some horses 
and arais, and a purple standard, with a green cross. The most 
remarkable circumstance ia this affair is the change of character 
which Jaime has assumed, appearing as an enemy to the Consti- 
tation, after having been so long a robber on the bighway. Therp 
are junumerable conjectures on this subject,” > Ae 
































XUM 





British Factory in China. 


NOTE ON THE BRITISH FACTORY IN CHINA, AND THE 
LATE EMBASSY. 








From Sir George Thomas Staunton’s Miscellaneous Notices rélating to 
China,— London, 1822. 





Some years ago; an article appeared in a distinguished Literary 
Journal*, containing, certainly, very gross misrepresentations relative to 
the British Factory in China. These misrepresentations have remained 
to this day unanswered. It was imagined that they could not possibly 
deceive any one’ who took the smallest pains to enquire into the subject ; 
and, with respect to'the readers in general of a Literary Journal, it was 
supposed that they would take too little interest in the question, to ren- 


der any public reply, specially addressed to them in refutation of such 
charges, either useful or necessary. 


“It is probable, however, that this has been somewhat too readily 
taken for granted. A great part of the alledged facts, fall in very 
naturally with the opinions of those, wliose commercial creed it is, that 
a further reduction of the amouut of the exclusive privileges of the East- 
India Company, beyond what had been deemed exvedient at the period 
of the last renewal of the charter, would be extremely beneficial to the 
public interests; and we are all but too ready to receive, without any 
very strict scratiny, those statements which seem to make in support, 
either of our favorite theories, or onr pre-conceived interests, 


The committees on foreign trade in both houses of parliament, 
have besides, recently expressed opinions, (and in which the members 
of his: Majesty’s government appear to concur,) very favorable toa 
partial relawation at least, of some of those commercial restrictions on 
our intercourse with China; upon which the East-India Company’s'un. 
disturbed possession of their exclusive right to the trade with that coun- 
try, has hitherto ‘been considered mainly todepend. It really becomes 
therefore a question of some practical importance to the public, in what 
manner their important privileges, in this respect, are‘at present exer- 
cised : in other words, what is the actual consti' ution; and what has been 
the general conduct of that British Factory; to which the local adminis- 


tration of their affairs in China is, upow the existing system, exclusively 
confided ; 


It would be idle to dwell in this place at any length, on the importance 
of this trust. Almost every. one knows that the anmenl valae of the British 
exports to China has not been less upon $n average than abont a milfion 
sterling, aud that of our imports from that country, not-less than about 
two millions; that this trade contributes three or four millions to 
the revenue, and more than pays the dividends on East-Undia stock. It 
is no less uuiversally known, thongh the fact has not perhaps been equal- 
ly adverted to, that the trust which involves interests of sach magnitude, 
not being exercised within the reach of the ordinary revision and control 
of the snperintending authorities at home, but at a distance of fifteen 
thonsand miles by sea from our own shores, of necessity requires an 
nousual degree of confidence, and a delegation of authority, in the first 
instance, almost without reserve, though exercised under a consequent 
responsibility, of course, great in proportion.—But there are some other 
singular circumstances, under which also the British Factory exercise 
their trustin China, which have certainly uot been duly weighed and 
considered. Stationed at a frontier town, on the remotest verge of the 
Asiatic continent ; living under a government, highly jealous, despotic, 
and arbitrary, in all its stages, and amongst an extremely sagacious awd 
singular people, whose manners and habits are acknowledged to offer, 
in many respects, exceptions to all the most received principles g 
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which have been called, the “ hnmbler duties of their employment,” and 
that from: circumstances’ of ill-health or other casualties, the effective 
strength of the Factory seldom exceeds twelve or fifteed. persons, it 
really seems almost superfluous to sit down seriously to reply to the 
following remark:—‘‘ To tell what is the employment of all these per- 


sons would not be quite so easy ; for we really believe they have little or 
nothing to do.’’.-. Review, pi 440. 


In one sense, indeed, it is certainly not very easy to tell the em- 
ployment of the gentlemen in China; for the union of such various, diffi. 
cult, and peculiar duties in the same body of public functionaries is 


certainly very rare, if not without example, It will be sufficient how- — 


ever, with a view to'shew that the belief of the Reviewer is not altoge- 
ther well founded, to state a few particulars. 


First, with respect to the duties, which are merely commercial,—A 
society, which seldom exceeds in fact fonrteen or fifteen persoms, is 
charged with the sale of the imported, andthe purchase of the exported 
cargoes of twenty or thirty ships of the largest class, with all the details 
of loading, and unloading; the examination, selection, and the appropri. 
ation of the goods —The adjustment of loans, bills, exchanges and trea- 
sury accounts, with other matters of finance, such as commerce on 
so large a’scale mnst require : with'an extensive correspondence with the 
pots presidencies of India, from each of which they receive consider- 
able annual consignments; exclusive of their much more frequent and 

lumi p with their principals at home; with all the 
requisite diaries, ledgers, books of accounts, and other records connected 
therewith, registered in duplicate and triplicate, on account of the risk 
of loss, in the course of their transmission home: and all this in a degree 
of minnteness of detail, certainly not very usual, but which the East. 
India Company, in their jealous anxiety to ensure a proper discharge 
of a trust executed at so great distance, deem it expedient to require, 


This then being the commercial charge imposed ; no person, who had 
ever had any eportanity of forming an idea of the extent-and intricacy 
of commercial deatings of sach magunitude—a member, for instance, of 
any great private commercial hoase in this country, would certainly 
ever think of making it a question, whether there were, ot not,in such 
case, something to do.—Still, much of the commercial business that is 
transacted in China, would not have been taken into the calculation— 
The previons contracts and other arrangements that precede the ar- 
rival of the ships, the local difficalties of a commercial nature which are 
occasionally to be contended with—the superintendance of the affairs 
of such Chinese merchants aa happen to fall into a state of embarrass- 
ment or insolvency :—all, in their'tura, contribute to multiply the ac- 
counts, and, to enlarge the correspoudence of the servants of the Com- 
pany ; and entail on them a proportionate degree of labour, both mental 
and mechanical. 


The regulation and snperintendance ef the shipping of the Compa- 
ny, while at the port of Canton, forms another and an anxious branch 





¥ ever 


‘of their daty. But the pecaliar and most distinguishing feature of their 


sitnation, and that’ which renders the qualification of an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the character and habits of the people, such asa _consi- 
derable residence among them can alone confer, not merely useful, but 
almost indispensable, is their official intercouse, direct or indirect, 
verbal or by letter, with the Chinese provincial government.—It is not 
here intended to allnde merely to those hostile and public altercations, 
iw which they are unfortunately, andin spite of every exertion to the 
contrary, sometimes involved; and which are always attended with 
more or less hazard, as well as temporary injury and inconvenience, but 
rather to those ordinary and more frequent, aad indeed almost continn- 
al communications, which are taking place between the-British and the 





civilized nations, they are neither protected by the physical foree of 
armies, nor by that moral security which is derived from the plighted 
faith of treaties. They have not even that petty personal secarity, which 
almost all other persons placed under similar cireamstances of respon-i- 
bility possess; that of taking their measures, in all critical cases, 
under the sanction of the opinions and advice of Advocates general, 
or of any other description of officers learned in the law, for the 
purpose of entrenching themselyes as much as possible, on such 
occasions, within the technical formalities of our own legal provisions. 
In cases of the very highest emergency, the gentlemen of the Factory 
must act, and irrevocably decide, with nothing but soand sense and 
sober discretion for their gnide, though the safety of ail the vested in- 
terestsin the trade, the millions in value.of proverty. embarked ia it, 
aud even the lives of the individuals engaged in carrying it on, should 
be involve: in he question at issue. 


Afte: onsid -ing in this general way, the magnitade of the con- 
cerns, aud ihe great responsibility of the trast, reposed in the gentie- 
man of the British Factory in China; and keeing in mind that they have 
no clerks or assistants of any description, for thy execution of those details, 





* Ediubargh Review for February 1818, 
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Chinese authorities, sometimes through the medium of the officers of 
the latter, but more generally through the Hong merchants ; and which 
as often as the judgment and good sense of the British residents, on the 
one side, meets witha reciprocal feeling and: intelligence, on the part 
of the Chinese officers, on the other, can hardly fail to terminate every 
difference in an amicable adjustment, advantageous to both parties. 


The Company’s immediate interests, besides, it is proper to remark, 
form but a portion, and often bat a slender portion, of the topics, which 
in these cases-are either led or foreed into discussion. The situativa of 
his Majesty’s ships of war—The interests and conduct of persons be. 
longing to the country trade from India—and even the interests of fore. 
ign ships, sailing ander the flags of nations in alliauce with Great Bri- 
tain, have all occasionally occupied the time and attention of the select 
committee, and have bronght them always anxiously, and in some in- 
stances painfully and perilously, into contact with the officers of the 
loeal government. It was an accidental homicide, unfortunately com- 
mitted by the guaner of a country ship, which suspended the trade of the 
Company, and involved them in the most serious dispute with the go- 
vernment, inthe course of their generous, but ill-concerted and unsne- 
cessful endeavours to save the unhappy man’s life, in the year 1784 —It 
was the aggression of a commander of a country ship, in 1781, in viole- 
tion of the Chinese neutrality, which exposed them at that time to the 
most uomerited insults, and which would have led to the actual seizure 
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of their persons, but for "the refusal of the Portuguese government of 
Macao, under which they at that time resided, to concur in such a 
proceeding®. 

On other occasions, the interposition of the servants of the Com- 
pany, though not forced upon them by the acts of the Chinese govern- 
ment, arose from the special instrnetions of their emplovers. To render, 
for instance, every possible assistance to his Majesty’s ships, when 
frequenting the port of Canton for the purpose of giving convoy to our 
trade ; to obtain for them such supplies and accommodations as may be 
required, and without which it is obvious they cannot remain upon the 
station ; and, generally speaking, to act as mediators between them and 
the Chinese, has been at all times considered ag an iadispensable part 
of their duty. 

And even with respect to the interests of the ships of nations in 
alliance with ws, it will hardly be contended, that we onght not to ex- 
tend to them also occasionally the benefit of our good offices. It is im- 
possible to read, without some degree of national pride and exultation, 
the flattering eulogiom, which admiral Krasenstern, the Russiaa 
circum-navigator, on the character and conduct of Mr. “Dram- 


’ mond, when president of the select committee in China; tegether with 


the expressions of his grateful acknowledgements, for the important 
public services that had been rendered him by the British Factory, 
agreeably to their intractions from England, during his visit to Canton.t 


To return to the Reviewer; it must be admitted, that the snpposed 
want of occupation, and consequent uselessness of the gentlemen in 
China, is afterwards qaalified by a description, though a somewhat 
ludicrous one, of their actual employments: but these are, at the same 
time, exhibited as little better than absolute idleness itself, by being 
invidiously contrasted with the asserted opulence and magnificence of 
their establishment.—The average annual amount of their salaries in the 
aggregate is said to be about £120,000 sterling; althongh a simple in- 
spection ofthe books of the East-India Company, would shew thatthis 
is a most gross and unfounded exaggeration.—Even the supposed splen- 
dour of their table is arrived against them; althongh iu fact, the obliga- 
tion which their situation imposes on them, of doing the honors of a pnblic 
table on behalf of their employers, to all strangers of respectability, 
though it has at all times been cheerfully executed, is fairly to be 
considered rather as one of the burthens, than one of the ad- 
vantages of their establishment. That a public table is maintain- 
ed at the expence of the East-India Company, to which the mem- 
bers of the factory may at all times resort, is most teae; —and that 
this table is served in a spacions and elegant apartment, and with all the 
other proprieties and external accompaniments, which are suitable to 
the due representation of the British name and nation in China, is equal- 
ly unquestionable—It may be presumed, that few persons wonld carry 
their notions of economy and retrenchment so far as to wish-this were 
otherwise. But with respect to the epithet of superb that has been 
given to it; it may be observed, that even a very moderate degree of 
comfort and convenience on shore, will be generally found to command 
the approbation or admiration of persons, who, like most strangers in 
China, are placed in a situation to contrast the hospitalities which they 
receive, with their previons privations during a long sea voyage. 

It is far, however, from being here intended to ander-rate the real 
advantages of a China appointment. Itis undoubtedly (thongh perhaps 
this is saying too much, asa difference of opinion even upon this point 
has sometimes been expressed) the best, within the gift of the Court of 
Dircetors ; not because of the superior amount of the actual emoluments, 
but because of their ultimate certainty, and of their being realized ina 
country, where there is, generally speaking, little temptation or necessi- 
ty for expence; antl where the climate is comparatively favonrable. Ne- 
vertheless, the gentlemen of this establishment do aot, in the ordinary 
course of things find it practicable finally to retnrn to their families at 
home, until after a period of twenty to twenty-five years service; and 
if even this severe sacrifice, this long period of painful seclasion and ba- 
nishment from every thing that is dear to them as Englishmen, may pos- 
sibly be, on the average, somewhat less in respect to the number of 
years, than is the case with regard to the other East-India appoiat- 
ments ; most persons will readily admit, that the difference is more than 
made up, by the greater severity of the privations that must be sustained 
during the interval. 

*The above cases are slightly noticed in the Appendix to the 
Lord’s Committee on Foreign Trade. p. p. 294, 295. 

+ Kruseustern’s Voyage, vol. ii. p. p. 290—239. 

t It is trne, that the East-India Company, in consideration of the 
very peculiar situation in which their servants in China are placed, more 
readily, and more frequently, indulge them with the permission to make 
an occasional visit to their native shores, daring the period of their ser- 
viee, than isusual in other instances, But it mast be recoliected, that 
every such indulgence is, of necessity, purchased with a price, not very 
agreeable to many ; nameiy, their confioement, during the period of ano- 
ther twelve-mont!) of their lives, on board of a ship; that being abont the 
duration ef the outward and home «aid voyage. 
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To fact, an Englishman has seldom an inducement, of any descripti- 
on, to remain a moment longer in China than the acquisition of such a 
fortune, as may enable him to maintain his station at home with decent 
propriety, may absolately require: and as the circumstance, which has 
been already fully admitted, of the China appointments being considered 
to be, upon the whole, the most eligible, occasions those appointments 
tobe in general conferred on young men of superior expectations, and 
ou eldest sons, who often succeed to their patrimonies previons to the 
expiration of the ordinary periods of service, they do not perhaps find it , 
necessary, so frequently as the gentlemen destined for the service of the 
Company in the East Indies, to await the progressive accumulation of a 
fortune in its fall extent; but gladly retire as soon as they may have 
been enabled to save as much out of their salaries as they may esteem 
sufficient to make up the deficiency in their paternal inheritances. 


It is fair to observe, that the Reviewer disavows all intention of 
saying any thing personally hostile to individnals—He adds in a uote, 
**It is needless, we hope, to say, that nothing can be farther from our 
intention than to iusianate any thing whatever to the personal prejudice 
of the Gentlemen of the Factory in Chiua. Some of them, we know, are 
persons of the greatest talent and respectability: and allofthem, we 
believe, too good for their employment.” —p. 440. : 


But this is, surely making poor amends for having previonsly, in 
the very same page, held them up, collectively, to scorn, as persons 
holding the most shameful sinecures ; as persons, who, while they havein * 
reality little or nothing to do, coolly divide among:themselves no less than 
£120,000 sterling, annually, of the public money : —- Besides which ; even 
this assurance, that nothing is intended to be insinuated to their person- 
al prejudice; these compliments to their talents and respectability, 
qualities which are believed to be sufficient to render all of them too 
good for their employment, are pretty well neutralized ina following 
page: where they are roundly charged with “ folly and presumption,” 
ironically styled “our sapient Factory,” stigmatized as ‘ political 
blunderers,” and in short, as so ignorant of, or so unfit for the duties of 
their stations, that the Reviewer cannot recollect “‘ in the whole history 
of our connexion with China any one piece of bad policy which did not 
emanate from their advice.” 


The reader will aot, probably, appreciate very higly an authority, 
from whence proceed, almost at the same moment, such opposite and in- 
consistent statements ; which throws out sweeping charges; which, uu- 
less the previons compliments were most unmerited, must inevitably 
have been, iu great measure, if not altogether unfounded. 


The charge, however, against the servants of the East-India Com- 
pany, in China, which, ofall others was the most unlooked-for; and 
which is built npon grounds, which were really thought to have been the 
least calculated of auy that could have been selected, for the erection of 
such a superstructure of censare, is contained in a note, commencing 
with the following words: “ The conduct of the supercargoes, in regard te 
cases of affrays with loss of life, and other instances of manslanghter which 
have occurred, appears tous to deserve severe reprehensions.”—p. 445, 


Really if there is any part of the conduct of those gentlemen which 
might have been supposed peculiarly exempt from attack, it might be 
added, so unequivocally praise-worthy even as almost to entitle them to 
something like public and popular favour, it is their disinterested, fear- 
less, and (inevery instance for these last thirty years) successful exer- ’ 
tions, in protecting the innocent aad unhappy objects of ansubstantiated 
and unproved charges; and thus preventing them from becoming vic. 
tims to the onprincipled and undistingalshing severity of the Chinese 
law, such atleast, (whatever be thetheory,) as it is attempted to be 
practically administered by the Chinese magistrates in all cases of homi- . 
cide by foreigners, in which matives are the sufferers. 


Tie case which it was the Reviewer’s intention more particularly 
to visitwith his severe reprehension, and upon the circumstances of 
which, in fact, all his subsequent observations are fonnded, is obviously, 
(from the allasion made to a “ mock trial.”) that prominent one, which 
occurred in the year 1807.—On that occasion, certainly avery disgraceful 
riot took place: a party of some fifty or sixty drunken sailors were peit- 
ed by a mob of some thousand’Chinese ; the sailors having armed them- 
selves with sticks, became the assailants in their turn; and when the 
ground was finally cleared of the combatants, several wounded persons 
of both parties were discovered ; but none were ascertained at the time 
to have been seriously injured. -One unfortunate Chinese, however, 
who had received a blow, but had made no complaint upon the 
spot, and had walked quietly home to his friends, sickened and 
died on the next or the following day; and the Chinese merchant 
who had made himself specialiy responsible to the government for the 
ship to which the riotous sailors had belong-d, baving, it was said, 
neglected or refused in the first instance to make some compensa-tion 
to the connexions of the deceased, a complaint was laid before a m1. 
gistrate and a regular demand made that some person should be deliv er- 
ed upinto the hands of the Chinese government, as a victimto the 
offeaded laws of the country,—It was little less than certaia that any 
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person who might be delivered up to the Chinese, under such circum. 
stances, would suffer death as a marderer®; and it was, therefore, in the 
epinion of the select committee, still more nuquestionable, that none 
could in this case be so delivered up, as from the nature of the circum. 
stances, the perpetration of the crime could not possibly be fixed on any 
individual ; not only, not with any legal certainty, but not even with a 
tolerable degree of moral probability—Even the Chinese themselves did 
not attempt to name, in the first instance, any particular culprit.—So 
far, however, from endeavouring to protect a real offender from justice, 
asalledged by the Reviewer, a public trial within the walls of the factory 
was assented to; the result of which was, that after a general examinati- 
on of all the sailors implicated, the Chinese did select an individual, and 
upon that individual they immediately fixed the responsibility for the of- 
fence, This trial may perhaps be justly called a “ mock trial,” and the 
result of it, ‘ afarce ;” but this mockery, if there were any, is imputable 
to the Chinese, tot to the servants of the East-India Company. No- 
thing can be more utterly filse thau to represent them upon that occasion 
as the “ suborners of perjury,” and the “ corruptors of jndges.” Whe- 
ther any oaths were or were not administered, so as to admit of the possi- 
bility of perjury, inthe strict sense of the word, having heen committed, 
is not very material; but, unquestionably, ifit is intended to be implied 
that the evidence, which was at that time taken in ope court, in the pre- 
sence of hundreds ofspectators, and more especially of the gallant cap- 
tain of the convoy, now an admiral, was suborved testimony ; it is diffi- 
eult to conceive a more atrocious and unfounded libel. The story of the 


corruption of the jndges,is of a similar kind, asfar as the Company’s 
servants were concerned. 


The select committee certainly wonld not have consented to have 
delivered up the individnal whom the Chinese ultimately named, had he 
been demanded, becanse, although he had confessedly been one of the 
most active in the affray, there was not a tittle of evidence to shew that 
he-had struck the particular blow which had occasioned the death ofthe 
Chinese, much less, that he was in any received sense of the word, a 
murderer. 

In what manner the matter was finally made ap between the rela- 
tives of the deceased, the Chinese Hong merchants, and the provisional 
government of Canton, never was, and probably never will be precisely 
ascertained +. One thing however is perfectly clear, that ever what com- 
promise did take place, the Company’s Servants were no party to it—It 


was determined in the Chinese courts ofjustice,that the offence amounted © 


only to excuszble homicide, and the claim of the Chinese government to 
the possession of the person of the offender, was in consequence abandon- 
ed. We may fairly ask what line of policy that writer would recommend, 
who stigmatizes the cool, temperate, and at length successfal resistance 
of the select committee to the demands of the Chinese government, by 
which an innocent individual was thus saved from an ignominious death ; 
as a mere “ system of bullying,” which, he adds, however it may succeed 
fora time, must infallibly ruin the cause it exponses in the end !—p. 446, 


It is certainly not at all surprising, that a writer who condemns the 
supercargoes, because, in such grave cases as those of life and death, 
they were desirous that the offence should in some degree be measured 
by “ our standard of guilt :” and who wished, as far as it was practica- 
ble, to sustain ** our point of honour,” shonld, to use his own expres- 
sion, ‘* have always been incurably blind to the merits or importance of Lord 
Macartney’s evasion of the Ku-tou ; and look upon it as a question “ about 
which it was at all times absurd to contend.”—p. 436. Compared with 
the question we have been now considering, the homage of the Ku-tou, 
however unseasonable and improper on the part of the representatives 
of independent nations, is a light matter indeed : the sacrifice, though 
abundantly degrading, is not sealed in blood. 





* See Mr. Drummond’s evidence be fore the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons. _p. 363. 


+ A translation of the final edict issued by the Chinese government 
on the occasion, togethar with some general remarks on the nature and 
supposed circamstances of the adjustment, will be found iu the Appen- 
dix to the Translation ef the Chinese Penal Code, p. 516,521. Itis 
there expressly stated, that, in the story which the Chinese fabricated, 
the Enropeans did not concur, though asserted (by the Chinese) to have 
done so : and that the witnesdhs who were supposed to have adopted that 
story, were Chinese witnesses. If the snpercargoes were to be held an- 
swerable for all the corrupt intrizues and tergiversations, to which the Chi- 
nese, in their transactions with Europeans, occasionally have recourse, they 
would indeed have hard measure dealt out tothem—At the same time 
it would be going rather too far,to argue that an adjustment wliich was 
perfectly honorable as faras the English were concerned, could not be 
accepted, because it might be suspected that the compromise among the 
Chinese, by meaus of which it was eff-cted, was not equally creditable.— 
It wonid be extraofdinary indeed to acquiesce implicitly in the proceed- 
ings of the Chinesé, when they tended to the destruction of an innocent 


man ; and to be scrupulous about them, ouly when they tended to his 
preservation, y 
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In support of his opinion in favour of the performance of the Ku-tou, 
the Reviewer quotes what he denominates “‘ the decided opinion of eve- 


ry member of the mission unconnected with the local interests of the * 


Company in China, that the ceremony, if insisted on, ought to bé sub- 
mitted to.” Upon this, it isin the first place to be remarked, that if 
the word “‘every” is intended to comprehend more than ¢ wo individuals, 
namely, the first and the third members of the commission ; it is difficult 
tosay, upon what anthority the assertion is grounded; secondly, that 
the embassy having been sent out to China, solely and entirely for the 
sake of the local interests of the Company in that country, it was not 
unnatural that the opinion of the persons connected with that iuterest | 
should preponderate ; and lastly, even with respect to the opinion of 
the distinguished individuals above alluded to, it pretty clear that it was 
not a very decided opinion, since they did not resalve to act on it.—Mr. 
Ellis, on the contrary, in his narrative of the embassy, after summing up 
the arguments on both sides, concludes with the following candid ac- 
knowledgement: ‘‘It, however, is difficult for persons, arguing from 
general principles, to appreciate the exact effects of impression in a par- 
ticular scene, that impression being probably made ap of circumstances 
with which they are unacquuinted, or to which they do not assign their 
proper importance; the only safe course therefore, on such au accasiog, 
is to defer to local experience.” —p. 154. 


Finally, the Reviewer includes “Mr. Morrison, who had much ex- 
perience of the Chinese, and acquired an admirable facility, in the use of 
their language’’, among those who had the “ good sense to consider it 
as a matter of very little importance, and by no means a point npon 
which the substantial objects of the embassy should be hazarded.” As 
to hazarding the substantial objects of the embassy ; the question having 
been reduced to one of mere expediency, that was. in fact the precise 


ground, npon which compliance with the ceremony was declined:—bnt | 


with respect to its being in the opinion of Mr. Morrison, a matter of ve « 
ry little importance, we had better hear that gentleman speak for him 
self: — . 


In his published memoir upon the late embassy, he concludes 9 very 
fall and clear statement of this Chinese, or Tartar ceremony, as it is 
sometimes called, and the spirit in which it is proposed to all foreign am- 
bassadors, in the following words: ‘‘These remarks will probably con- 
vince the Reader, that the English government acts as every civilized 
government should act, when she endeavours to cultivate a good un- 
derstanding and liberal intercourse with China ; bat, since while using 
these endeavours, she never contemplates yielding homage to China, 
she still wisely refuses to perform by her ambassador that ceremony which 
is the expression of homage.””—p. 143. 


It is true, that althongh always decidedly adverse to a compliance 
with the ceremony upon general principles, Mr. Morrison did think, at 
the critical moment at which it was finally demanded and refused, that 
the peculiar circumstances of that conjuncture might possibly so affect 
the immediate interests of the East India Company, as to justify a differ- 
ent course ; but this is surely something very different from considering 
it as a matter of very liltle importance, 


To return, however, to the gentlemen of the British factory ;—it 
seems that, in 1814, “* they had the folly and presumption to but a stop to 
the country trade at Canton, and to involve it in their political quarrels’” 
—Iit must surely be, at first sight, somewhat incomprehensible to an or- 
dinary reader, how persons situated as the géntlemen are, could, by any 
possibility, be involved by their own acts, in any thing that could be just- 
ly termed a political quarrel; and that being by some means or other, so 
involved, they should have been mad enough, wantonly and unnecessarily, 
to have recourse tu a measure, which it was not difficult to foresee would 
be in the highest degree unpalatable to the parties concerned; and 
which actually drew upon them the strongest personal protests from 
all the quarters interested, and even an allegation of damages, to the ex- 
tent of some hundred thousand ponnds,—having nevertheless determined 
to have recourse to such an extreme measure, it wonld still be difficult to 
conceive how they, residing unarmed at a neutral port, should have been 
able to find the necessary means and instruments for enforcing it :—for 
it was hardly likely that a simple order,in such a case, ussupported by 
power, would be attended to. 


The fact was, that a full statement of the critical circumstances in 
which our intercourse with China at that time stood, was submitted 
to the senior captain of his Majesty’s ships then atthe port of Canton, a 
gentleman of unquestioned coolness and good sense, andit was through 
his co-operation that the measure in question was carried into effect. —It 
is not very likely that the select committee could have thus obtained his 
concurrence in an act which undenbtedly was attended with much tem- 
porary loss and inconvenience toindividuals, and in which, if he concur. 
red at all, he concarred, of course, upon his own individual respon si- 
bility, if the case had not only not worn on the face of it, the character 
of folly aud presumption, but had notin fact been clearly shewn to have 
been, one of the highest expediency and necessity. 
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But let as see how this question has been viewed by the authorities 
at home.—If it were an act of folly and presumption tostop the country 
trade, and it had been, as alledged, involved by the supercargoes in 
their political quarrels, it could not have been a very wise act to saspend, 
and involve in those same quarrels, the whole of the trade of the East- 
Iadia Company ; in which vested interests were at stake to the extent of 
some millions sterling. —It will kardly be argued that the East-India 
Directors could have been, upon that occasion, so totally and perversely 
blind to the interests ofthe Company, as toapprove of an act of such 
momentous, it might be almost said, desperate character, ifit had not been 
proved to them to have been justified upon the strongest grounds of ne- 
eessity : yet when coolly and ditiberately reviewing the proceedings of 
their servants in ChinaZin that affair, a twelve months after, they did 
sanction them with their entire and unqualified approbation. 


The case was briefly this: very strenaous and powerfully se. 
conded exertions had been for some time making by the officers of 
the Canton provincial government, in conjunction with some indivi- 
duals among the Hong merchants, chiefly in secret, but disclosed 
occasionally by outward acts, to put down the system by which the 
Company’s servants have hitherto been enabled to put certain limits, 
both to the extortions of the officers of the government, and the 
cupidity of the Hong merchants; and almost to say in both instances,, 
**thus far shall thou go, and no farther.” This system was proposed to 
have been defeated by means of the imposition of various new restric- 
tions on the trade, such asa stricter degree of control over, if not the 
entire abolition of, all native agency, through the medium of servants 
or otherwise—The refasal when presented, or the subsequent rejection 
ananswered, of all addresses from foreigners, of whatever nature ; espe. 
cially when written in the Chinese character, the only one, in fact, 
in which they could be read or understood by the parties to whom they 
were addressed ; and finally, by such a reguction in the number of the 
Hong merchants, and such a close and intimate association together of 
the remainder, as might render any division amongst them, with a view 
to competition, or to any other object in which the interests of foreign- 
ers were at stake, impracticable, 


Had this change in the trade been suffered to be carried juto effect, 
and consolidated by time, there can belittle donbt, thatit would have 
gradnally drawn intothe coffers of the Chinese, a great portion ofthat 
revenue which is now derived from itby the English Company and by 
the English uation, besides raising to @ maximum to the English par. 
chaser, the prices of all the productions of China —There can be ne 
question but that when these newly devised commercial restrictions be- 
came generally knewn, and were perceived to bein active operation, 
they would be unanimously resisted by all parties. The country trader, 
the American, and the Portugnese, would ail, it is probable, heartily 
concur with the servants of the East-Iudia Company, in endeavouring 
to procure their removal, Butit by nd means follows, that, because 
this scheme was by the determined conduct of the select committee, 
thas nipped in the bud, the Chinese local government and mercantile 
interest at Canton could have been indaced or compelled to relinquish 
it, after it had once been suffered to arrive at maturity, and they had 
tasted ite fruits. —The committee therefore chose their time, or rather 
they availed themselves of the time for resistance, when they conceived 
it had arrived, never again perhaps to return. Several casual circum. 
stances occurrec to accelerate the crisis ; and it fortunately happened 
that the oppressive measures of the Chinese government had become 
most odious and intolerable, just at the moment, when the circumstances 
of the war, having thrown the whole of the trade of the port of Canton 
into our hands, resistance to those measures could be opposed by us 
with the best chance of success. —The expedient to which the select com- 
mittee had recourse was no other than that which had been resorted 


to by their predecessors, upon a similar extremity, and with similar ° 


success, as far back as.in the year 1728, —They resolved to suspend the 
trade until their grievances should be redressed, or at least until the 
result could be known of an appeal to that supreme anthority in the 
couatry, from which redress, if not to be obtained at Canton, was alone 
to be looked for, 

it is obvious that such suspension of trade to be effectual to that 
end, must have been general—and that even if exceptions were admis- 
sible, they would have been unjust. The committee had indeed, on ma- 
ny former occasions, shewa how little they were disposed to interfere 


unnecessarily with the country trade, by suffering it to proceed unim- } 


peded while that of the company was suspended; bat the question new 
at issue with the Chinese involved the interests of all British subjects 
eqnaliy:—it would have been as unjust, therefore, as it was obvionsly 
unwise, to have allowed the country trade, a trade of mere indulgence 
and sufferance, unknown to our laws or the provisions of the charter of 
the Company, to have engrossed and pre-occupied the market, while 
that of the Company and their own marine servants was excladed ; ex- 
cluded too with the sole view tothe reestablishment of commerce, gene- 
rally, upon a more secure and advantageous footing for all parties, an 
object which nothing but the simultanequs exclusion of all, afforded any 
chauce of effecting. 
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The Chinese government was deeply sensible of the advantage it 
would derive from the resumption of the country trade daring the sus. 
pension of that of the Company, and they accordingly, in the midst of 
their negociations with the writer of this paper, (then third member of 
the select committee, acting on that oceasion for himself and his colleagnes, 
sent down very plausible addresses to each ship, in succession, in- 
viting them to come ap the river and trade as usual, and assuring them 
that no sert of obstruction existed besides that which was interposed by 
the servants of the East-India Company. This was exactly what was to 
have been expected from them: the policy of dividing in order to con- 
quer, is one of which the Chinese are by no means ignorant, and which 
they have more than once endeavoured to put in practice, in their con- 
tests with the English. It was only when they found that they conid 
not divifle our forces, that they vielled us the victory. So much thea 
for the “folly and presumption” of stopping the com try trade. 


It is stated by mistake in the contse of the evidence taken before 
the committee of the House of Commons, that the above invitation was 
addressed to the conutry shins only —bat by referring to the translation 
of the document itself, which is printed inthe Appendix to the Evidence, 
it will be perceived that it was sent down to all the English ships with. 
ont distinction. The language of the invitation was certainly plausible, 
and displays the peculiar sagacity and ingenuity of the Chinese, both 
in their attempts to disconnect the ships from the resident authorities, 
and also, if possible, to place those very authorities themselves at vari- 
ance and in opposition to each other; and further by their artful endea- 
vours to conceal their anxiety torenew the trade, under the mask ofa 
compassionate regard forthe traders themselves, and a sympathy in 


their supposed sufferings.—It was only their ignorance of onr habits and - 


customs that betrayed the Chinese government, in that case, into the 
use of some statements and argnmeuts, which tons are ridiculous, 

It isjustly observed by Dr. Morrison, in his ** View of China,” 
that “ To make out an argument, they are not nice about a strict adher- 
ence to truth; uor are their reasons or premises suchas Enropeans 
would generally admit: but granting them their own premises and 
statement of facts, they never fail to prove th.t those whom they ep- 
pose are completely in the wrong. ”’—p. 122. 


This is stated still more strongly by Mr. Milne, in his “ Retros- 
pect of the first ten years of the Protestant Mission.” He observes, 
*« If, in her intercourse with foreign countries, China cannot with trath 
and justice, make all things appear hononrable to herself, she makes no 
difficulties about using other means: —she discolors narratives,—she mis- 
quotes statements, —she drags forth to the light whatever makes for her 
own advantage, and indastriously seals up in oblivion whatever bears 
against ber. She lies by system; and right or wrong, must have all 
look well on paper.”—p. 25. This may seem-harsh; but really affords 
a very useful key for the true exposition of most of their official docu- 
ments in which foreigners are concerned, andis applicable to none more 
so than to the particular one in qnestion, which tas been noticed here thus 
fully, only because it has, by some accident or other, obtained the honor 
of a place among the imperishable records of the British Parliament. 


After all, it:may readily. be conceded that the position taken up by 
the servants of the Company in China, in 1814, was one of perilous au- 
xiety, which even ifthey could be supposed to have had notegard to 
the public welfare, they must, upon the mast obvions considerations of 
private and personal interest, have been most desirous, if possible, to 
avoid; and which unquestionably involved hazards, sueh as perhaps 
nothing short of the concurrence of all the circumstances of that particu. 
lar case could have entirely justified*, But it seems little less thao self- 
evident, that if such acourse of proceeding could have been warranted 
at any time, or ander any circumstances, the suspension of the conntry 
trade, no less than that of the Company, must necessarily have formed a 
part of it, 

It has been stated that a victory was gained. The result of the 
negociations of 1814, was a treaty or compact in tlie form of an edict, ia 





* It-was unquestionably a very bold measure ; it is not to be dis- 
sembled, that had the provincial government held ont, and the trade con- 
tinued suspended antil an answer could have been received from Pekin, 
the consequences would have been most embarrasing :—all this was fore- 
seen, and of course taken into calculation when the die was cast,—This 
has been thus emphatically described by Mr. Ellis in his Narrative, p. 45. 
“The very desperation of the measure required the atmost firmness in 
carrying itinto effect ; and in this the Supercargoes were not wanting.” 
—It would seem that their predecessors had asimilar step in contem- 
plation, iu the year 1755, and were convinced of its policy, but hesitated 
very naturally, before they incurred tve responsibility. They observe, 
** Grievances will not be redressed here, unless the Supercargoes have 
positive orders from the Court of Directors, to insist on certain terms, 
and ifthey cannot obtain them, to leave the port; which they now dare 
not threaten to do.—Such a siep must become the act of the Court of 
Directors—it is too bold for their agents.” 
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which every point which had been made a sine qua non in the course of $ 
the discussion was conceded.—This treaty has not been perh>ps iu § 
every point,or in every instance, very strictly attended to; but, takea 
altogether, the success of the measures adopted by the select committee 
in that year have been ample and complete : not oulythe more gross acts 
of aggression and molestation which gave immediate occasion to those 
measures, have not beea repeated, but the trade, to this day, enjoysa 
degree of freedom and security not exceeded at any previous period of 
its history. 


The main point of solicitude, the defeat of the plan for the reduac- 
tion of the number of the Hong merchants, and of the union together of 
the remainder into one body, termed a Co-Hong, was accomplished the 
very next year, as far as hnman pradence could secure its accomplish- 
ment, hy au edict issued under the immediate authority of the Emperor 
himself, dispensing with that alteration, and expressly sanctioning the 
continuance of the existing system:—an edict, which if ithad been ob. 
tained some months later, and through the instrumentality of the late 
embassy, would, by those who are competent to weigh its commercial 
importance, have hardiy been thought too dearly purchased even by the 
whole expence of that mission. 


It may be proper here to guard against seeming, however uninten- 
tionally, to exaggerate—The compact in 1814 did not work miracles —It 
neither corrected the natural disposition of the Chinese government to 
insult, aud to molest, and to extort from foreigners ; nor did it deprive 
them of any part of the power which they previously possessed of shew- 
ingit. That compact by uo means centained alithat was wished, al. 
though it did, all that was insisted upon: but even if it had; that man 
must be credalous and inexperienced indeed, who would place any very 
strong reliance npon a paper security of that ature, under such a des- 
potic, and in some respects at least, faithless, government—Siill it 
was something: something unparrelleled in the history of our commerce 
with China, to reduce the stern and haughty goverament of the province 
in which our trade is carried on, to put its seal toany compact at all. 
This coacession was made with the uémosét reluctance ; the various inge- 
nious devices by whichit was endeavoured to be indirectly evaded, 
when it was found that it could be no longer directly refused, wouid add 
some amusing pages to the history of diplomacy. The moral effect, in 
concurrence no doubt with other influencing causes, is now, as already 
observed, a matter of experience and of history. 


It may be asked, what it was that could have induced the viceroy 
of Canton to give way? Though thisis a somewhat speculative questi- 
on, itmay in answer, be fairly conjectured, that it was because he 
found at length, that the English were in earnest, and then became 
sensible that he had pushed matters too far: and that in the event of 
their suspension of the trade being so loug persevered in as to come 
to the knowledge of the court at Pekin; that court however other- 
wise disposed to approve of and concur iv his measures, would be a 
good deul embairassed and disturbed by the consequences ; so much so, 
that under such circumstances he might find it rather difficult to make 
out a satisfactory case for his justification. 


To complete the history of these transactions, it still remains to be 
stated, that the defeated party among the Chinese, although they did 
not resort to any open acts of aggression after the termination of the 
aiscussions in 1814, continued for some time to endeavour te retrieve 
their lost ground by secret intrigues, and especially by endeavours to in- 
timidate the individual who had negotiated the adjustment which had 
taken place, and who, having become shortly after the next in successi- 
on to the situation of president of the select committee, was the person 
upon whom it was foreseen the duty would most probably fall, of watch- 
ing, and as far as possible, enforcing its execution. 


The report of these intrigues naturally excited considerable alarm 
in Evgland, amongst all persous interested in the trade; and serious 
apprehensions were entertained, (which however happily proved ground- 
less,) that the provincial adjustment of our differences could not be main- 
tained, and that consequently, mo other resource remaiued for the pre- 
servation of the trade, ou the desired footing, bat a direct appeal to the 
court of Pekin—It is observed in the Narrative of the Embassy, that 
“the Court of Directors having contemplated, under these circum- 
stances, the measare of an embassy to Chiua, submitted their views on 
the subject to his Majesty's ministers,” but that ‘* The president of the 
Board of Control to whom their communicatious were addressed, sug- 
gested the expediency of deferring the adoption of any specific measures 
until farther and more detailed information had been received from the 
committee of supercargoes; for although an appeal to the Imperial go- 
verrmeat might be recommended or resorted to by them, while suffering 
from actual oppression, it by no means followed that they would retain 
the same opinion, if measures of resistance, already pursued at Canton, 
should prove successful; in this reasoning the Directors concurred.” 
The actual postponement of this measure in consequencéd of the above ad- 
vice was however avery short one—The intrigues, which threatened a 
reuewal of eur differences with the Chinese government were not deve- 
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loped or suspected to exist, even at Canton, till the month of February 
in the year 1815—and yet we find, that “ possessed of the requisite in- 
formation, and supported by the renewed recommendations of their su- 
percargoes, the chairman and deputy chairmau of the Court of Directors, 
in a letter, dated the 28th of July, 1815, solicited the aid of his Majesty’s 
ministers to the proposed measure, and the appointment, by the Prince 
Regent, of some person of high ravk, ,as bis ambassador to the Emperor 
of Ckina”—p. 41. 


The measure of an embassy was therefore taken up at the moment 
when the alarm for the safety of the trade was at the highest, with a 
just and natural anxiety, unquestionably, to avert a danger of so serious 
a character, as that which seemed to be impending:—had the measure 
however been postponed for six months, it very probably would never 
have been adopted at all; for it would have become evident, from the 
entire abandonment on the part of the Chinese of any attempt to revive 
the past discussions, that the peculiar ground for attempting to re-open a 
diplomatic intercourse with the court of Pekin, at that particular period, 
no longer existed, and that no other substantial grounds remained, that 
had not been almost equally in existence throughout the whole period 
that had elapsed since the first British embassy, while on the other hand, 
a great many new circumstances and events had come into operation, 
which were calculated, very much to discourage the attempt. 


The writer of this paper felt so sensible how much the circumstances 
of the times had reduced the hopes, aad augmented the risks attending 
such a mission, that although he still considered it asa fair experiment, 
and one worthy of the adoption of the British Company and nation, he 
declined making himself a party to any direct recommendation of it—A 
paragraph containing such a recommendation was expunged from one of 
the public letters requiring his signature, at his express request—and 
transferred to another, which required only the signature of the presi- 
dent. 


At the samejtime that he states this, nothing is further from his wish 
than to shift from himself any part of the responsibility forthe measure, 
(which has been alledged, however unjustly, to have failed,) that really 
belongs to him. On the contrary, he most readily acknowledges that he 
was for a long period the mast sauguine advocate for it; and that he had 
previously occupied himself, with honestiatentions atleast, in many fruit- 
less attempts to recommend it to the consideration of the governing 
powers in this country—But in his view of the subject, a mission to Pe- 
kin had ever been a measure of conciliation and compliment—never one 
of expostulation and complaint—an undertaking surrounded with inhe- 
rent difficulties quite sufficient.to make it advisable and almost essential 
to select, if possible, the most appropriate time for its adoption, By all 
means to take advantage of the tide when it was favorable, but not 
causelessly to seek to stem it, when it was adverse. 


The tide of court favour at Pekin was certainly very strong against 
foreign connections of every kind, in the year 1816;---but alihongh the 
writer of this, anticipating this unpropitions state of things, felt relue- 
tant to concur in an active recommendation of the measure of an embas- 
sy, he is very far indeed from condemning its adoption, under the ex- 
isting circumstances, 


The period at which it was deemed expedient to have recourse to 
such a measure was selected wholly in conseqnence of the supposed ne- 
cessity of the case, and by no means any otherwise of our own seeking, 
The danger to our commercial concerns in China was apparently immi- 
nent, and it was hardly possible for the court of directors or his Majes- 
ty’s ministers, witha due regard to the important interests at stake, to 
have hesitated to have reconrse to this, the only remaining expedient in 
their power, for its removal.—The expence, though considerable, yet, 
compared with the object in view, was trifling; and althongh success, 
except within moderate limits, was felt to be nearly impossible, and 
eveu within those limits very uncertain; this is nothing more than might 
have been predicated beforehand, of a great proportion of the most 
approved measures of our public policy. 


It may be permitted further to observe, without any reference to 
the individuals selected, that the principle upou which this embassy was 
constituted, was extremely judicious.---The appointment of a commission 
in which a nobleman was to preside, with two members of the select com- 
mittee for his assessors, combined two very essential requisites upon the 
occasion, which it was impossible to find eentred in any one individual, in 
an equal degree.—The present expedition was not only undertaken, like 
the former One, with the sole andexpress view of promoting and conso- 
lidating our local commercial interests at Canton; but it grew so entire- 
ly out of the measures whichhad been adopted by the Company's autho- 
rities there, to thatend, and was so especially designed to strengthen 
their hands, and to obtain, if possible, the emperor’s confirmation of the 
provincial adjustment which they had already obtained, thatany scheme 
of au embassy which had not included persons who were locally, and in 
the fullest manner acquainted, both with what had been done, and with 
what was still required, would, bowever complete in other respects, 
have been obviously worse than useless, 

















ceonsons — 








Calcutta Journal,—V ol. V.—No. 233. 





a ae ; 


It must really be supposed that those who, like the Reviewer, have 
questioned the propriety of this arrangement, had imagined that the 
embassy was sent out to rectify the mistakes of the select committee, to 
retrace their steps, and to adopt some altogether new plan, for the bene- 
fit of our commercial interests—but, if even this had been the case, it 
may be questioned whether an embassy, which however otherwise quali- 
fied, was wholly deficient in local knowledge, and an acquaintance with 
the manners, habits, character, and language of so singular a people 
as the Chinese, would have made much progress. 


Evea with respect to what has been called the ceremonial branch of 
the embassy, itis impossible, consistently with the facts, to contend, that 
persons who had just before been negociating, on a footing of equality, 
precisely the same kind of treaty with the local government; who were 
known to have been entrusted with the entire local command over the 
whole of that trade which was the subject of negociation ; and, who had 
been acknowledged by the Chinese themselves, in one of their edicts, to 
be public officers entrusted with national affairs, were not competent as- 
sessors of the British ambassador, even in that branch of his public duty. 


Nothing in fact can be more absurd or injudicious than any attempt 
to conceal, or keep out of sight, inour negotiation withthe Chinese, that 
our objects are purely commercial, or to dissemble the real aud intimate 
connection that must, in every case, subsist between the inferior, bat 
permanent representation of the nation at Canton, and the more dignifi- 
ed, but only temporary, representation of it at Pekin. 


The Chinese do not really believe, though they so express them- 
selves in the official language of their edicts, that ambassadors are sent to 
their court, withthe soie view of enabling them to contemplate with 


more advantage the sublime virtnes of their heavenly enthroned empe- 
ror—they are not quite suci drivellersin politics. If, therefore, we are 
so unfortunate as to succeed in persaading them that commerce is not 
our object, conquest is the next thing that occurs to them; and as we are 


thus piaced betweén the horns of a dilemma, we had better remain on 
that side whichis the safest; and we shall probably fiod in this, as in 

her instances, thatthe honest confession of the truth is, in the 
e wisestand most advantageons policy. 


With respect to the instructions which were given for the guidance 
of the ambassadorand of his colleagues in the commission, and upon 
which, as far as they are made public, in the official Narrative, it is, of 
course, fally open to theanthor to comment, the only point which he 
feels disposed toregret, is the omission to provide agaiust that uafs ta- 
nate difference of opinion, which arusein the progress of the undertak- 
ing, respecting the expediency of complying with the Chinese cere- 
mony. 


The facts respecting it were not very difficult of access—The subject 
had been fully canvassed and discussed in the course of Lord Macartney’s 
embassy—His lordship’s authority and example were both decidedly 
against compliance.—The result of the trial, which the Dutch ambassa- 
dor soon after made of an opposite policy, was not such as to recommend 
the precedent.—The history of the circumstances of the rejection of the 
Russian embassy, in 1806, left little room to donbt that compliance with 
the ceremony would be most pertinaciously insisted npon— Nevertheless, 
Mr. Barrow, the individual in this country, who, (besides being eminent- 
ly distinguished by his talents in other respects) certainly stands first 
among those who are unconnected with the local interest of the trade, 
for information respecting China, and who was, of course, specially 
consulted on the occasion, strongly deprecated such compliance. 


After all, it must be confessed, that much may be argued in favor 
of the safety and prudence of the policy, of leaving the matter to be de- 
cided on the spot, according to circumstances. The only evil of this 
was, that the necessity which was in consequence supposed to exist, of 
not altogether losing sight of the possible alternative of compliance, 
rendered it very difficult to assume such a tone with the Chinese, in 
announcing arefusal, as should as once convince them that all further 
disenssion upon the business was useless—and the delay, which ensued 
in consequence, was fatal: for although the point was at length given up 
by the Chinese, or, at least, professed to be so, on the day before the 
intended audience, the tardiness of this concession compelled them to 
have recourse afterwards to a degree of indecorous and anexampled 
haste, which, as is well known, produceda crisis in the affairs of the em- 
bassy, which rendered that concession, even if it had been sincerely 
made, of no avail. 


To return to the ambassador’s instructions, as developed in the Nar- 
rative, they seem,in allother respects, to have been wise and statesman 
like.—The embassy was not undertaken with any'special view toward 
the attainment of additional privileges, such as the opening of a new 
port for the extension of ourcommerce, or any other of the wild and visi- 
onary projects that have been sometimes aftributed to it. These objects, 
however desirable in themselves, and however properly recommended 
tobe kept in view by the ambassador, in the event of any favorable open- 
ing occurring for their attainment, it was felt, were too little, (upou any 
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rational grounds) to be calculated upon at that time, to justify the ex- 
pensive experiment of a royal mission.—The experience of Lord Macart- 
ney’s embassy, and indeed of all the embassies to the court of Pekin, of 
which we possess any record, is adverse to snch expectation. It is 
onquestionable, that the first embassy produced a considerable moral im- 
pression in our favor among the Chivese ; and, that if it had been follow. 
ed up by another, butless considerable mission, pursuing, with similar 
talents and jadgement, a similar line of policy, it might have been atten- 
ded with very important results. —The time for this was certainly, bow- 
ever, long gone by.—The Chinese had since seen our troops more than 
once landed on their shores ; and our naval forces‘had, during successive 
years, hovered about their coasts, with nv hostile intention it is true 
but ina way, which even the most unsuspicious nation might bave consi’ 
dered in some degree questionable. ° 


Under the influence of the impression which these unexplained pro- 
ceedings must have made upon the Chinese, connected as it must 
have been with the vague and indistinct, but at the same time, probably, 
industrioasly magnified reports, they would occasionally receive of our 
wars and progresses in India, they really must have been a most weak, in- 
stead of a most sagacious people, if they were not to pause a great deal 
before they consented to give np any of their ancient restrictions upon 
foreign intercourse, which had any reference to the maintenance of their 
external or internal security. 


But the object of the embassy under Lord Amherst was one of a 
much more rational and attainable nature. Its main purpose was—not 
to propose any innovation, but merely to secure aud consolidate, and to 
restore in the event of its being found to have been again suspended, 
the ordinary commercial intercourse between the two countries. Nothing 
which actually occured in the course of the embassy, forbids the suppo- 
sition, that had this object not been, happily, already in substance ac- 
complished previous to his lordsbip’s arrival, it would still have been in 
his power to have entered into a negociation upon it with the emperor’s 
ministers, although a refusal to submit to the ceremony of prostration, 
under the circumstances in which it was demanded, might in every 
case, have prevented him (rom partaking of the pageantry of a public au- 
dience, 


As matters stood when the embassy actually arrived on the coast of 
China, so much of what was of probable accomplishment, was already 
accomplished, that it was impossibie to expect that much that was subs- 
stantial still remained within its scope, beyond the moral influence and 
effect, which,its general conduct and appearance at court, at Canton, and on 
its passage through the empire, might be able to procuce. 

One thing, atall events, was deemed to be deserving of paramount 
consideration. Ifit were found ‘4at no good could be done; at least, to 
take especial care to do no harm —Not to lese any of the ground that 


* the select committee had gained—not to frustrate the saccess of the line 


of policy they had adopted :—not, while studiously, and very properly, 
cultivating the spirit of amity and conciliation, as far as practicable, to 
suffer the embassy to be inveigled into any ijl timed and injurious con- 
cession, which might exhibit to the Chinesethe strange anomaly of a 
special royal commission, in appearance, Jers jealous upon points affect- 
ing the national honour and independence, than the humbler resident 
functionaries of the East-India Company, 


This is of conrse meant, ia appearance, as respects the notions of 
the Chinese. The Author connot too often repeat his thorongh convic- 
tion, a conviction founded on the advantage of a considerable personal 
intimacy, that no consideration on earth wonld have induced either of 
the distinguished individuals, with whom he had the honor of being as- 
sociated on that occasion, to advocate or sauction avy measure, which 
they believed to be hostile in its character and effects to the honor or 
interests of their country —But the circumstances, which, in the opinion 
of the Author, gave to a ceremony, which was innocent and innoxious of 
itself, a very injurious tendency, were to be gathered only, from its in- 
terpretation, and the spirit in which it was demanded:—upon such a 
question, it was quite impossible for any person who was a stranger to 
the habits, manners, and language of the Chinese, from his own know. 
ledge, to decide —The majority of the commission did him the honor, in 
consequence, of deferring upon this point to his opinion; and the evils, 
which (if he judged rightly) would have been incurred by an opposite 
course, were thus avoided. He even fiitters himself with confidence, 
that he may say more, and that he is entitled to assert that, tohing to- 
gether the direct and indirect effect of the late embassy, some consider- 
able good has been accomplished by it—Those, at least, who jrdge of 
events by their result, onght to accept the state of the trade at Canton, 
at this present time, as no mean evidence in its favor, 


Bat, although the ulterior objects of the embassy, neither were, 
nor conld have been attained, it is but justice to the subject to add, that 
had an opening for negotiation upon such points existed, every rational 
meaus had been provided to ensure success. ‘To the diplomatic talents, 
disinterested zeal, and conciliating manners of the amiable cobleman 
who presided, and of the secretary of the legation whd accompanied hin 
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from England, and who, in consequeuce of the absence of Mr. Elphin- 
stone, became a member of the commission, nothing was wanting: and, 
putting ont of the question at present the author of this note, there re. 
mained still, no less than five gentlemen in the snite of the embassy, 
whose extensive acquaintance of the language, and considerable local 
knowledge and experience, qualified them, not only to forward its ob- 
jects as interpreters, but, even to aid its deliveratious, if calied upon, 
with their jndgment and advice. 


Whoever speaks of himself always engages in an invidious 
and difficult topic: but the writer of this uote cannot here avoid 
observing, that it is somewhat hard upon him, that the Reviewer, 
(to whom its now time to revert) in the very same sentence, in which he 
does him the honor to allude to him, as a person “ every way deserving of 
confidence and esteem,’’ goes on to pronounce his nomination to the secund 
place inthe embassy (an appointment not very dissimilar to the one 
which had been held in the preceding einbassy by his father) as the very 
climax of all the follies, which it is implied were committed in the plan 
and arrangement of the expedition by His Majesty’s ministers and the 
East-Iudia directors :—and this because, as has been already noticed, 
certain intriguing individuals among the Chinese, whose schemes against 
the commercial interests of this country he had, in the preceding year, 
been happily instrumental in arresting, had secretly denounced him as a 
dangerous person, and had endeavoured, but wholly without.success, to 
implicate him with the Chinese governuient. 


The fact, and the whole fact of this case, was as follows :—A paper, 
purporting to be a copy ef a secret dispatch from the emperor to the 
viceroy of Cauton, was privately communicated in the month of Febraa- 
ry, 1815, to the Select Committee, but never avowed or acknowledged 
in any public manner whatever by the government, In this‘paper, the 
emperor appears to acquaint the viceroy, that acertainindividual, whom 
he names, had been secretly denounced to him as a person dengerous to 
his government, aud against whom it was proper, in consequeuce, for the 
government to be on their guard: —and he concludes, by directing the 
viceroy to enquire into the fact, authorising him if it should prove true, 
to take such steps as the occasion might demand --The viceroy soon at- 
ter replied (9 the emperor, (a copy of which reply was the same private 
hand, transmitted to the Select Committee) and said, “Ihave enquired 
into the fact—it is not true—it is wholly unfouaded ; consequently, I have 
taken no step whatever in the business.” The emperor then protesses 
numself satisfied, and the affair is never heard of more. 


No person who has the most distant idea of the spirit of intriguing 
among the Chinese, the system of espionnage that is kept up, and hang- 
ing over all the officers of the government, and the allegations and re- 
tractations that are coutinoually passing amongst them, would ever think 
of building any opinion or argament whatever apon sucha basis. The 
charge was made secretly—in a coraer—never avowed —nover acted 
upon, in any way whatsoever—It is true, that the interval between the 
first communication of the emperor’s dispatch, and that of the viceroy's 
reply, was one of the some anxiety, because it was impossible to predict 
wiih certainty what course would be pursued; andit was unquestiona- 
bly among the chances, that the viceroy of Cantou might have been rash 
euough to have acted upon the emperor’s dispatch, in a way that woald, 
possibly, have suspended the trade, much more permanently and effec- 
tually than the most oppressive of his acts of the preceding seasons —But 
it seems, hedid not feelit advisable to embark on such a “ sea of trou. 
bles, —-and om that account among others, probably, disposed of the 
business in the way already related. 


‘In the course of a few months after this intrigue hod thus notably 
failed, the individaal, wio was the object of it, succeeded to the office of 
President of the Select Committee, was conseqnentiv engage] in mach 
presonal and official cocresvoudeace with the officers of the government, 
and he fivally announced to them officially his nomination asa memoer of 
the expected embassy.—Not a word, not an insinnation of objection es- 
eaped from any of those authorities —All was acquiescence and approba- 
tion ; until, same months after, the question of the K» fou was agitated, 
and came into serions discussion, — The Chinese government, thongh they 
never in the most distant manner alluded to the previous ¢»rrespor- 
dence, then discovered, or affected to discover, that this individnal was 
the adviser of non-compliance —They had cingly again recourse, as 
they invariably had done in every case of the kind, to attempts at inti- 
midation--and again failed, 


Afterall; the embassy was rejected, (as itis well known ) not onac- 
connt of the ceremony, (for the mandarins expressly said,‘ if you will con- 
sent toappear at the audience, you may adhere to your own eceremony’’) 
but in consequence, as alieady adverted to, of the mismanagement of the 
mandarins, and the emperor’s own haste and caprice---all which is after- 
wards, in a pubic Imperial Evict, fully and expressly acknowledged! The 
contents of this singular docuai:* are ably summed op by Dr. Morrison, 
in his late Memoir, in the following paragraph; — 


“Six days after this violent ret. ‘ue emperor published one of his 
penitentiary papers, in which he said, he (pukgin) could avt bear the 
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idea of ourhaving come so far, and of being dismissed in the way we 
had been,—He had, he said, now found out what he did not know when 
he took the harsh resolation, viz. that the ambassador had travelled all 
night; had not been athis own apartments ; vor had with him iis court 
dress ; ‘tad I known these circumstances’ said the emperor, ‘I would 
have changed the day of andience,” He then proceeded iv the same of- 
ficial document to reflect in the strongest terms on the princes and conn- 
ries, especially the duke ; who were called to his presence that morn- 
.ng, to all whom the truth was known, but to meution which uone 
‘would step forward. He blamed the selfish system which each seemed 
tohave adopted, when they sat before him, and said to themselves, 
* the affair does not concern me.’ ‘Thus,’ added he, ‘ they ruined the af- 
fair” The duke he degraded, by depriving him of the high sitnation 
he held as president of the foreign board: Moo and Svo, presidents of 
the boards of rites and works, were also removed: Kwang was depriv- 
ed of his situation as salt commissioner,. and redaced to the low rank of 
a gold button, He was granted the indulgence of wearing his former ove, 
whilst with the embassy, He wrote also to the viceroys of the provinces, 
throngh which the embassy had to pass on its way to Canton, to give or- 
ders to allconnected with it totreat it with civility and respect. Vin 
gave itas his opinion, that they would have recalled it, but for what 
they conceived the very undignified appearance of reversing the imperial 
decree.” ——Pumpihleieer, No. 29, p. 181. 


From this period to the final departure of the embassy, nothing oc- 
curred to interrupt the perfect harmony which was very soon re-esta- 
lished between the several individuals of the embassy, and the officers 
of the Chinese government. The last public meeting between the Chin- 
chae, the emperor's representative, and the ambassador, is thus des- 
cribed by Mr. Ellis: — 

“18th of January—A breakfast was given by Sir George Staunton 
and the Factory to the Chin char, and the ambassador, Although this 
was the first European entertainment Awaug had ever witnessed, his 
manner and conduct were perfectly unembatrassed, ‘easy, affable and 
cheerful; he seemed to feel himself among friends; and lost no op- 
portunity of shewing attention to those within his reach.’ 


Thus much the author of this Note has really felt himself called 
npon to state upon this angratefal subject, in justification of those who 
did him the honor to think him worthy to be employed on the public ser- 
vice, upon that occasion—[t was an employment, which, if he had not 
thought his acceptance of it might have enabled himto render some 
service to his country, he had certainly some personal reasons for wish- 
ing to decline. 

There were unluckily some equivecal circumstances in the constitn- 
tion of ihe embassy itself, in respect to the precedence of its members, 
which, with almost any other individuals besides those with whom he ac- 
tually become associated, might have been productive of unpleasant dif- 
ferences. Indeed, it wouid have been absolutely impossible for him to 
have joined the embassy at all, consistently with what was dne to the 
public situation he at the same time held and retained, of President of 
the Select Committee, if the ambassador himself had not, in the hand- 
somest manner, removed, as far as possible, every doubt upon the snb- 
ject, by declaring him to be, according.to tis construction of the inten- 
tions of his Majesty's government, not only the second member of the 
embassy, but likewise his eventual successor, to the first place in the 
commission. 

The appointment, in his particular case, while it necessarily exposed 
him to some expeace, was uuattended by emolument :—And the sitnati- 
on ia which it was not difficult to foresee, his opinions upon the question 
of the ceremony were likely to place him, of feeling it his duty to give 
alvice in opposition to the wishes and almost the demands, of an arbi- 
trary and capricions despot in the midst of his court, was one which 
many persons might have considered, not in itself very enviable. 


The fict is, that the knowledge of the language, enstoms, and in. 
stitutions of the country, which it is the present policy of the East-India 
Company to encourage to the utmost of their power among their ser- 
vants in China, a policy, the wisdom of whieh in al similar situations in 
other countries, seems to be universally recognised, must render the indi- 
viduals, who possess these acquirements, (however it may conciliate to- 
wards them the personal esteem aud regard of the natives in general) ia 
some degree obnoxious, (that is, objects of snspicion) in the eyes or those 
officers of the government, whose abuses and mal-practices they had 
been, or may at some time or other be, instrumental ia repressing. 


The Chinese government has always openly set its face against the 
acquisition of thelanguage of the country by foreigners. It expressly 
forbids the natives instructing them in it. It has more than once seized 
the types, and imprisoned the native type-catters, who were employed 
by the East-India Company, at Macao, in prepariag for the press, the 
Dictionaries and other valuable works, which have been composed for 
the aid of the student of the Chinese ‘snguage, by the Rev, Dr. Morri- 
son, Still the East-[ndig Compaay perseveres in giving cucouragement 
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to the acquisition of this suspected and dangerous talent. A different 
conrse might certainly have been adopted. If not a very wise, it would, at 
least, have been a consistent policy, to have endeavoured to conciliate the 
Chinese government, by wholly, and at once, abandoning all such views 
and prohibiting, and instead of continuing to encourage, the prosecution 
of these studies—It would save their servants a great deal of anxious 
toil, in the first instance ; and, as it should now seem, some obloquy af- 
terwards.—But it would be noless crueland unjust towards the indivi- 
duals themselves, than absurd and inconsistent in itself, first to stimulate 
them to exert every nerve in the acquisition of this very peculiar and 
difficult branch of knowledge ; and then, the moment that itis called into 
action in their service, and produces its natural and unavoidable conse- 
quences, to turn round oo them and say, it does not signify how much you 
may be deserving of owr esteem and confidence, you are considered by 
the Chinese, or at least by some of them, as dangerous persons, and there- 
fore it would be the height of folly any longer to employ you. 


To the honor of the East-India Company it must be admitted, that, 
for the last thirty or forty years at least, this has not been their policy ; 
but it is certainly appears to be the policy whichthe Reviewer, and those 
who think with him, would advocate. Unless indeed, they mean to go fur- 
ther, and to recommend that we should altogether disarm the jealousy of 
the Chinese, and entirely renounce all that officions curiosity about their 
language and institutions, which we now find, gives them so much am- 
brage and uneasiness, This would scem to be imrlied by the wish that 
is expressed, when it is said, that we shagid “ appear purely in the cha- 
racter of merchants, and throw off that mixed and suspicious character, 
which we now think so imposing.” —We might then indeed, with perfect 
consistency, abandon all such ungrateful pursuits : the jargen of Canton 
would be amedium quite sufficient for the carrying on of such traffic, as 
the unchecked avarice and oppression of the local government might 
still leave unextinguished. With the mandarins and state officers of the 
province, we should, happily, under such circumstances have nothing to 
do. To question in any case their interpretation of the laws, or mode of 
executing them, however arbitrary and tyranvical they might seem, ac- 
cording to our notions and feelings, would be liable, as we have seen, to 
the construction of engaging in a political quarrel ; and from all such, while 
we appeared purely in the character of merchants, we should of course 
religionsly abstain. The order of the day at Canton, whatever it might be, 
would be easily made known to the English and to other foreigners by the 
Hong merchants, through the mediam of the Cantou jargon, and uothing 
farther would remain for them to do, but to make their thankful prostrati- 
ons, and submit in silence. 


The example of the Americans, might be here, as it has been in 
other instances, quoted for our guidance—They, good easy people, do 
not trouble themselves much about the Chinese language—The Hong 
merchants do their business extremely well, and they want no'hing more 
—They, therefore, like the merchants and crews of the country ships, 
(as the Reviewer observes, p. 444, calling ita very instructive fact) are 
quite exonerated by the justice of the Chinese from the charges levelled 
against the servants of the Company, of being “* breeders of disorders 
and “ makers of disturbances.” To be sure ; ifit were not for these 
occasional disorders and disturbances ; if the servants of the Company 
did aot contend now and then, upon points of vital importance, even 
with the high authorities of the government itself, and with such means 
as they possess ; ifin short, they did not employ their knowledze of the 
lancuage of the coautry in sedulously watching and defending the outworks 
of the trade ; it is just possible, that neither the Americans nor the 
country traders, any more than the Company themselves, would continue 
to enjoy their present comfortable quarters within the citadel.—Bat all 
is well as it is—and they Jook no further, 


To be serions; it seems almost unaccountable, that this subject 
shonld have been taken up by the Keviewer in the manner it has been, [t 
is not a question of whig or toty politics: it is not a personal one; for 
the Reviewer disclaims, and no doubt mosc sincerely, all personalities — 
indeed he has said handsome things of the parties concerned, for which 
personally, they cannot but feel obliged to vim, 


The clue to this mystery is prob2hly tobe foundio the following 
short paragraph. “ Let the Chinese trade, as soon as good faith and 
the laws will permit, be made free, and we have no doubt whatever, 
either of its stability or its increase.” p. 445. 


To bring about this result, nothing, wo doubt, can be more condu- 
sige than to prove that whatever is,is wrong. And, at this point, the 
‘teviewer has certainly laboured most indefatigably throughout the whole 
vf the article. The writer of this mote is at the same time perfectly 
willing to believe, that the Reviewer, relying too confidently apon his 
éuthorities, gave cuiire credence himself, to the statement he has made ‘ 
which, it mast be confessed, only needs to be well founded, to constitute 
m most grave case against the Company, and their servants in China; 
wreh as it would be cvew we: itorians, as much ss possible, te expose. 
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The writer of this note has heard it ramoured that the Reviewer, in 
this instance, is a gentleman, (Mr Crawfurd) whom he has had 
the honor of personally knowing; an individnal of much respect- 
ability, and of considerable knowledge iu some branches of Asi- 
atic commerce—However this may be, nothing can be further from 
his wish than to give pain, in any thing that may have fallen 
from him iu this seply, to any one. But the article itself is pub- 
lie property; and the charges that have been so freely made, be- 
ing felt to be nofounded, snust be as freely repelled. For the reasons, 
which have been already stated, at the couamencement of this note, it was 
not at first thought necessary to notice these charges at all; and the whole 
question seeming as it were to have gone by, it is probable that the author 
never would have undertaken to do so, had not the present publication, 
notonly afforded him a fair opportunity for introducing the subject, 
bat in fact almost compelled him to do so, inillustration of other ques- 
tions, in which it is intimately connected. 


The strictly commercial part of the Reviewer's remarks, the author 
has not here undertaken to investigate, thoughhe hopes he has in some 
measure, and in anticipation, answered them in anether place—But the 
political part of the question, he has certainly examined very fully in this 
note, more fully perhaps than was necessary ; but he will be forgiven for 
being somewhat anxious, since he has taken up the pen, notto lay it down 
again, without doing kis utmost to place transactions, in which he bas 
himself bad so large share, in a right light with the public. 


It has not certainly been at any time the wish either of himself, or of 
those who think with him on these subjects, to stifle a fair discussion and 
enqairy. All thatis desired is, that those upon whom the difficalt task 
of dealing withthe Chinese has fallen, may not be hastily condemned un- 
heard, because the whole of their case cannot always, consistently with 
their public duty, or with the nature of things, be at once laid open to eve- 
ry bye-stander: or because such bye-standers, and still more so, persons 
livingvat a distance of fifteen thousand miles from the scene of action, are 
liable to take ap superficial notions, which a deeper insight into things, 
would haveshewn to have had no foundation. Prejudications of this 
kind are of little comparative consequence to the individuals themselves, 
when their conduct has been approved of by all those tribunalsto which it 
is officially amenable: though it is still undoubtedly their honest ambition, 
to stand clear also before the tribunal of the public, and evento reap the 
meed of praise stself, when it has been fairly earned, Batit is by leading 
the public, upon such erroneous assumptions, to undervalue the benefits 
of the system asit is, that these misrepresentations are chiefly calculated 
to do mischief. Wecan be hardly expected tobe very nice and scrupn- 
lous about innovations on a system, which we are already led to believe, is 
so very bad, that almost any change init, mast prove a change for the 
better. 

The writer of this note cannot finally dismiss the subject without en- 
deavouring also to do justice to thememory of an amiable and respected 
friend of his, now uo more, whose conduct while President of the Select 
Committee, in recommend ing the expedition which was intended to oc- 
cupy the island of Macao, is stated to have been one of the most notable 


of the instances of the bad policy, of which the supercargoes are alledged 
to have been so often the authors, 


Itis a curious fact, that although that gentleman was afterwards most 
seriously visited for his conduct uponthe occasion of that expedition,and that 
the advice he was supposed to have given, was one of the principal charg- 
es against him, the good or bad policy of the advice he actually did give 


is aproblem which never has been, nor can be solved: for his advice, 
such as it was, was not taken. 


The essential condition which he annexed ‘to the advice, or rather to 
the opinion which he gave in favour of the measure, ander the then 


: existing idea that there was not a moment to be lost in anticipating the 


similar design of France, was the acquisition of the authoritative sanc- 
tion of the Government of Goa, to which that of Macao was subordinate, 
and this, by some unaccountable accident, was omitted to be obtained, 
or, at least, was not received in China, till it was too for it tohave any 
effect. Whenit did arrive, allthe parties were already too far committed 
—theintended friendly measure had assumed the character of an hostile 
one—the Chinese bad been appealed to--and the humiliating necessity 
to which we were, in consequence, ultimately reduced, of evacuating 
the island, in order to recover our trade, is notorious. 


Although, therefore, the sunpercargoes werecertainly more zealous 
than discreet, as respected their own interests, in anticipating enquiries 
respecting the probable reception of the expedition, nothing can be more 
unjust thanto throw upon them the whole weight of the responsibility, 
either for its original adoption, or for its subseqnent failure—It was 
notoriously in preparation in India, some time before their comnrunica- 
tion upon it was receivedthere—and had that communication been fully 
and properly acted upon, there are very stroug rational grounds for 


believing, as already stated, that the result would have beeu extremely 
different. 
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Mistress in Lreland. 


As authentic statements of the misery which now prevails 
in some paris of [relaud, have reached India, and as it is ascer- 
tained that some districts, from an ai )-t total failore of the last 
year’s crop, are actually in astate of fami ic, \t is carnestiy hoped 
that the British Residents ani other iahavitants of this Country, 
will come torward with their aid for the purpose of mitigating 
(so far as pecuniary aid can mitigate) the sufferings of our fellow- 
creatures, 





Experience has showa that a year of such afflicting distress 
as has been prevalent is always followed by scarcity and generally 
with disease, it becomes desirable to raise such a fund here as 
may tend to alleviate the distresses of those who may survive the 
famine. 

The following Gentlemen have agreed to form themselves 
into a Committee for the purpose of promoting this work of hama- 
nity, and it is hoped that many whose exertions may be useful to 
the cause will allow their names to be added :— 


The Committee is at present composed of 
SIR FRANCIS McNAGHTEN. 


Cot. Wa. Casement, C. B. Joun Paimer, Esa. 

D. Crark, Ese. GeorGe Macki.vop, Ese. 
Rev. J. Parson. Captain T. Macan. 
Georce BaLvarpD, Esa. J. O. B. Taxpy, Esa. 
Roseart McCuintock, Ese. Browne Roserts, Ese. 
James Couvin, Esa. ¢  Bensamin Fercusson, Esa. 
EpwarD BriGHTMAN, Esa. 3 


WHO HAVE RESOLVED, AS BOLLOWS: 


ist.—That’ Subscriptions be solicited generally from all 
classes of Society throughout this Establishment. 


2d.—That the proceedings be communicated by the Com- 
mittee to all the Civil and Military Stations, with an intimation 
that Donations of ever so small an amount will be acceptable 
aud gratefully received. 

3d.—That the several Houses of Agency and Banks in Cal- 
eutta be requested to receive the Contripations, 

4th.—That the proceedings in general be inserted in all the 
Calcutta Papers, and that lists of [Contributions be also published 
in them, from time to time. 


5th.—That a Meeting of the Inhabitants of Calcutta at the 
Town Hall, be earnestly solicited on Wednesday next, the 2d 
proximo, at the hour of qne o’clock, in order that the best Piaa 
be fixed on for the purpose of giving effect to the wishes of the 
Subscribers. 
Caleutia, September 26, 1822. 


Anecdote. 
To the Editor of the Journal. 





Sir 

I have often heard it affirmed that you area Son of Old 
Neptune ; so, taking the fact for granted, I am confident I shall 
find a corner in the Journat for the insertion of the following 
Anecdote which regards a British Tar. 


In the year 1810, the Dover Frigate, while lying in Dock 
at Sulkea, had the misfortune to lose one of her crew by the name 
of Isaac SoUTHERALL; since that period the poor fellow’s ashes 
have rested in peace, unnoticed and unknown, exept to a few. — 
Aday orso ago a Seaman of the Lotus made his appearance 
before a ead gesgn of the above place, to ascertain 
the resting place of his late shipmate, that he might place a stone 
which he had brought out from Eogland in his chest, over his 
Grave. 

Here is an act worthy ofa British Sailor —of one of Od Eng- 
land’s [best defenders: Ticsc are the deeds which render us 
proud of our country and our home. 

A SEAMAN’S FRIEND, 


OOOO SOOO OOOO EEE AREEPRAROEPEEECEPEEEBLPLLEBDEPEDELEDEOEDELELD REDE EELEDEREDEREEE ds Ad SEED AMADA 


CeO FPSOR FE CEAE EE AEAEAEBEOEBEBLLEBELADEDEOELEOELEBELELELE BEDE TEBEDEEE LE 


Proposed Performances, 
To the Editor of the Journal. 





Sir, 

Iam happy to see my hasty Aint with respect to saggest- 
ing Plays ior the Benefit of the unfortuaate Irish has been follow- 
ed up by another Correspondent in this day’s JouRNAL. 

I hope and trast that A Constant Visiror’s proposal will. 
meet with consideration from the Amateurs; so, that if nothing 
stud mors attractive occurs, these two pieces may be performed. 
Individually Uhave only one reason for differing with A Con- 
sTANT Visitor io his choice, which is, that neither “THE Re- 
VENGE,” nor “Is HE JEALOUS” will afford the pabic the pleasure of 
seein: our excellent Totrerton to advantage. Ishould think 
that piece preferable which would engage all the Chowringhee 
talent. 

I agree with A Constant Visitor, that it would have been 
adviseable to have had the play before the Doonca Poosa holi- 
days ; but unfortunately there is (I believe) a regulation amongst 
the Proprietors, that render any of their meetings of no effect 
that have vot been advertized a certain time io the GovERNMENT 
GAZETTE. 

Considering this sabject in another point of view, I do not 
think the temporary delay of the Meeting of Proprietors will be 
of any detriment to this charitable cause, for it strikes me that 
the Amateurs will have an opportunity to suggest a Play in the 
interim, and it is much better that this proceeding should 
originate with the Amateurs ; without whose assistance the efforts 
of the Proprietors and Managers combined would be of no avail. 

If the Proprietors’ ApPeat to the public some time ago, 
on their distresses, was crowned with such success, surely the 
cries of thousands of our starving countrymen will be a Douste 
APPEAL to every genuine, to every good, in short toevery Britisu 
feeling o| our nature, 

Let uot our Dramatic Friends therefore be disheartened 
from their undertaking, by the apathy that seems to pervade 
the Public atlarge; apd though our Amataers cannot offer the at- 
tractions to which you allude this morning, of venison, turtle &c. 
yet they can amply remedy this, by giving us the more noble 
aliment of food for the mind. 

Let our Theatricalists bear in mind the liberal contribations 
made by the Chowringhee Theatre to the subscription seut from 
this couatry for the wounded sufferers of Waterloo, and let them 
reflect that the present is acase wf much greater hardship, and 
there is therefore a much greater callin the present instance 
thao there was then, Let the apathy ofthe Public stimulate them 
to greater effurts. 

I have heard it stated that any contributions from this 
country willarrive too late to relieve the distresses of Ireland. [ 
wish all of that opinion would look a little deeper into the subject 
before they make ita reason for withholding their assistance, 
Let them even read attentively the two articles on this subject 
from the Mavaras Counter. [cannot refrain from extracting a 
passage from one of them: “ We need not repeat that the lives of 
thousands of our fellow creatures depend on prompt exertions, or 
that the causes of distress are of such a nature that it will be the 
work of YEARS AND NOT OF WEEKS to remove.” 

Others suggest that the Government at Home will have re- 
lieved them before we can be of any assistance. Alas! the Govern- 
ment in its present distressed state is not able to do much for the 
sister country. There is too much poverty in England to admit 
of its giving adequate relief. 

I shall conclade this with a remark taken from your Corres. 
pondent Humanitas, who recommends every one to give some- 
thing, however small; “ Be it remembered, that that little which 
alone can be spared, may save the life of one fellow creature, or 
enable an afflicted mother to snatch from the jaws of death her 
infant which has famished for a week 1” 

I do sincerely hope that “ this City of Palaces” will redeem 
its good name, and that one may say in the words of Cicero 
“* Omnes omonnim caritates patria uad comp!¢x» est.’ 

Sept, 27, 1822, THEATRICUS., 
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A Prisoner’s Reply. 


To the Editor of the Journal.° 


I am one of those unfortunates, in whose cause the pen 
of “A Curistian” has so humanely and eloquently spoken; and 
whose letters (thanks to that benevolent feeling which prompts 
you tograntthe Prisoners inthe Jail the daily perasal of your 
Paper free from charge) I have had an opportunity of seeing. 
Mach as A Cunistran is to be praised for his philanthropic exerti- 
ons in the cause of imprisonment: yet, inhis Letter of Monday 
last, he concludes with an Bulogy apon the Gaoler, to which he 
is not entitled; [ mean as regards his public character as Gaoler; 
I am coudfident that A CuristiAn speaks of him as he thinks from 
his personal knowledge he is deserving, but “man should be 
judged by his actions not his words,” I have, Mr. Editor, been a 
prisoner for some time, and have had daily opportunities of 
jadging of the Gaoler’s Humanity and Benevolence, and although 
the kindnéss of a Friend has placed mé beyond the sphere in 
which this person’s compassion for his unfortanate Inmates 
could be shewn, yet I too well knéw how that compassion might 
have been exercised, in relieving the want of my fellow-prison- 
ers. Lalso know, that whenthat compassion has been sued 
for by many distressed, but respectable individuals, it has not 
been granted. A Gaoler, from various charitable sources, has it 
ia bis power to domuch good; he is the organ of relief to the 
distressed, he can feed the hungry, and beean clothe the naked ; 
having this power within his reach, and failing to exercise it, 
@hen fit objects present themselves, he surely cannot merit so 
sweeping a commendation as the beuevolent writer I have al- 
lauded to, has from the best of motives given him. I repeat, I 
apeak of the Gaoler acting in his public capacity only; how far 
his private'and moral ebaractér is concerned [ know not, my ob- 
servations being confined within the walls of the Prison, and 
where £ can truly say that kindness and benevoleuce when ex- 
teaded have ever met the return of heartfelt gratitude. 


A PRISONER, 


To Racoob Tonson 


Ha, ha, he, poor “ Yacoos Tonson,” why what a devil of a 
siserare thou bast brought apon thy devoted head! Coald you not 
imagine that the spirit of retaliation had its seat of government 
in the breast of a woman? and could you suppose for an instant 
that a women never would exert that spirit! Yacoos, ¥acoos! I 
find that thou art but a dad, a bey in the field of knowledge ; listen 
uato me, andif thou art notabove receiving instruction, here, 
take what I have to give. 


Why, Yacoop, what in the name of all that’s good, pos- 
sessed you to declare hostility against the Sex, and on such a 
score as that which you gave out as your motive? What, stopa 
woman’s tongue! by Jove, I should soon think of stopping her 
eating, drinkiog, or any other nataral propensity she might have, 
as to thiok of stepping a woman’s tongue and her inclination to 
pry into the secrets of others, What the deuce do you think 
they live on? Do you suppose their appetites are similar to ours, 
and that they can stuff solids and Hodgson as you orl ean? 
not'a bit, I assure you; Tea and Scandalis all they wish for, and 
eneugh in all conscience they get; if youdoubt it, ask Grigg and 
Pengelly en the first count, and all the world on the second. 
Bat you laid hold on the Spinsters, and careless of consequen- 
cess (which perhaps had you been genera! in your remarks, would 
not have excited individual opposition iowards you,) you par- 
ticularized three or four of that forlorn condition of creatures, 
so pointedly, that I am from that circumstance alone borne out 
in the idea that you are known to the Spinster who does herself 
the pleasure of answering jou in to.day’s Journat, Take heed, 
Yacoos! for thou tréadest on slippery ground, and slippery are the 
animals you have to deal with. Ido not admit the right of any 
woman or maa to intesfere with the domestic coucerns of another, 
and even the deference which I should ever and always pay to 
parental authority, would mot serve to prevent me staying in its 
Gisst progress any Espoimnage which I conceived: intrusive, and 
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as intolerant to myself, as it to onght to be beneath the charae- 
ter of an honorable man or a woman gifted with any preten- 
tions to decency. Such conduct is every thing that is bad, con- 
temptible, and base; in no way capable of attaining adesirable 
object. It is culpable enough for a married women to enquire 
into the affairs of others, as they ought to be minding those of 
their own family, po mach fastidiousness ought mot to be expect- 
ed from that class of the commuity as from those who have never 
“vowed their pews.” In a Spinstersuch a predilection to know alj 
about their neighbours, is extremely reprehensible. She can- 
not adduce any shadow of excuse for throwing off all maiden 
bashfulness, all delicacy which ought to be her pride, as her 
only graceis that innocence which saffersfrom the contaminating 
breath of impurity, and which once lost can never be regained : 
Bat climate, I understand, changes the mind as well as constitu- 
tion; if this be trae, lamentable indeed is the trath, 


Some few years. ago, [took up my bebitation in No. 22, 
Writers Baildings, and after necessary collegiate instruction 
was sent to a Mafussil Station; at this place, when I bad looked 
about me, I thought it would be better, as I was “ Soxus,” that 
I should be also“ Cum Sora,” On that hint I spake ; although a 
Bachelor I have been favoured with a few of the chabbiest little 
rogues you would wish to see; they always.address me by tho 
endearing epithet “‘ Bar,” aad Ircally and truly believe I de- 
serve the appellation. I have a house large enough to hold my 
present Establishment ; and a larger one, if Heaven so wills 
it; though on this score Jam by no means anxious, as I ever 
make itarule to apportion my ends to my means; a spare 
room is set a part for a friend (a Bachelor of course); attached to 
to this is a Hookah, also a Buggy and Horse. I ocoasionally 
frequent the Theatre, and patronize Mr. Gunter’s Assemblies, 
I read the Jourwat, and Mok atthe Butt: I seldom take the 
air on the Course, fearing to be ran over either by iasolent Coach- 
men, Gentlemen would-be Drivers, or Tajior-like Equestrians. ] 
have contracted divers ald fashianed notions about propriety of 
speech and demeanoar, on which account { am set down on the 
list of Fogees. This classification does mot distfess me; my 
D:afts on my Agents are never dishonored, the natural conse¢ 
qaeuce of temperate hospitality. My shoulder is proudly free 
from the withering touchof a Bailiff, and I fear not to enter the 
Shop of any Tradesman, and look him in the face. My table is 
often surrounded by a few friends, whose habits, temper, and 
pursuits.are similar to my own. My politics, from not being High 
Tory ere probably d——d as being detestably Radical ; bigots in 
politics are as bad as bigots in religion, they acknowledge no 
worship but their ewn. Scandal, backbiting, and ill-humored 
reflections and comparisons ase never beard, as no inclination 
exists for their indulgence. I take the world as I find it; all my 
endeavours are, to liveon equitable and friendly terms with my 
neighbours aad acquaintances, to do as I would I should be done 
by ; should therefore any persons of whatsoever degree think more 
is to be gained by a personal jmspection or from the reports of 
others, they mast not be annoyed if they see and hear what they 
have no basincss to enquire after. The married part of the fe- 
male community can acquire no knowledge of the Government of 
a Family, as my system. would not be found to their liking. The 
Spinsters may save themselves the trouble, if any thing but cario- 
sity be theis motive, as I have thus (as above) bespoke my mode 
of living. Ido not advocate the manner, as perhaps strictly 
speaking it is not correct: I adopted it to save myself a world 
of trouble, and to prevent my being made the sport, (and proba- 
ble subsequent rejection for a more eligible Suitor,) of any 
Girl in Christendom, or Heathealand. 


To conclade, I coincide with *.Yacoos Tonsown,” that man- 
ners ought to make the woman, as well as the man. Deliacy 
is aot -a plant of Bastern growth, nor is it one which will 
thrive by being transplanted. How much ought therefore the 
young Lady who takes up her residence ia India, to cultivate 
with anceasing assidoity. this best of qualifications, which makeg 
her admired by the world, and be loved by her friends, 


Tam, Sir, your obedient Servant, 


TYKE, 
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Saturday, September 28, 1822. 
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Burping Alive. 


em, To the Editor of the Madras Courter, 


If your can find a corner in. your next Paper, you will much ob- 
Jige. an Old Sabscriber by inserting the enclosed, 
30th August, 1822. — 


An extraordinary event took place some gears ago, on the first ap- 
pearance of the Epidemic at Madras, the circumstances connected with 
which are worth while communicating: - It was ia the month ef October 
1818, that Government were pleased to appoint Medical Officers tebe 
stationed at different places within the precincts of the Presidency, for 
the purpose of affording immediate aid to the Sick—A poor man, of the 


Romana Catholic persuasion, fella victim tothe Cholera in one of the | 


Tents that were pitched in Town near the Dispensary —Doctor P— who 
atteuded upon him called on a Minister of that Church to it him to 
bury the man for charity to which the Priest acceded ; the then 
returned to his daty, but being fatigued through incessant labour du. 
ring the preceding nights, fell asleep in one of the Tents and rolled himseif 
up to his head with a blanket for fear of the cold seagon ; at this interval the 
corpse of the poor man was unexpectedly removed by some Portuguese 
people before the Minister could reach the place, who on his arrival 
there found a body laid up in a Tent (which was the fatigued Doctor) 
and under the id+a of its being the dead one, proceeded with the usual 
e*remonies, and whilst coming to that part in the sprinkling of Holy 
Water, up started the Dector with great consternation, which alarmed 
the Reverend Gentleman to such a pitch as compelied him to pull up his 
gown and take to heels with all his suite as fast as ever they could, 
leaving the cbject of the resurrection behind. 


Madras, 30th. Aug. 1922. = ——~» JACOB TRUTH, 
fliadras Papers. 


Madras Courier, Sept. 6.—We have been obligingly favoured with an 
abstract of whatever.Pablic Events were the conversation of the day iu 
England from the 20th of Aprilto the t4th of May—from -which we 
glean the following information, which we doubt not will be interesting 
although many of the topics have been touched upon before. 


Gorernor Generul—Mr. Canning is expected to leave Eagland in 
September in a Frigate, to succeed the Marquis of Hastings, as Governor 
Geueral. The Marquis is expected to proceed to Vienna overland, to be 
employedin adiplomatic capacity—-His Majesty will proceed to Paris 
this Summer.—It is also ramoured Mat ‘Lous XVII. wilt appoint his 
Coronation at the same time.—The Kisg will then proceed to Vienna— 
some say he will marry Maria Louisa, other say the Princess of Den- 
mark, who arrived in Loudon (accompanied by ber brotherthe Crown 
Prince) May 13. 

Tax on Property.—-Petitions are preparing to Parliament, praying 
that a Tax may be levied on-the Property and Iucome of British subjects 
residing in Foreign countries. 

The.Greeks.—The General Assembly of the Greeks met at Corinth, 
when it was'determined to send Ambassadors to Austria, Rngsia, Eng- 
land aud France.—The Colours of the nation were also—fixed—the 
Greek Flag is to he Black, Red aud White Horizontally—bearing on one 
side the figure of Minerva, on the other a P henix. 


Poland.—The National spirit in Poland is showing itself.—The 
Emperor of Russia has consequently addressed a Cir cular to the Poles 
in which promises and menaces are pretty equally mingled. 

Constitution for Hanover.—Count Munster is now jn Londoe arrang- 
ing a Constitution for Hanover.—The Prussians begin to think that 
their own Constitution solong promised but still with-held, might be 
also referred to a Committee. ‘ 

- Exchange between England and France.— It will be recollected that 
in former Papers we have noticed the fall of the Exch inge between Eug- 
land and France—by subsequent accounts we find that this continued, 
and that on the 10th of May the Exchange was below par and had been 
sofor some days—the exportation of Silver from England bad cou- 
sequently again commenced, on the precious metals were in great 
request. Silver had advanced to 5s. and duliars to 4, ti—if the fo- 
reign Exchanges continue to fall an effect will sogn be produced on the 
exchange with India. 

A Portsmouth Paper of the Ist of May gays, “‘ ao Ship has yet been 
prdered to fit to take the Bight Honoravie George Canning to India, 
The Acwvive Frigate is waiting fora fair wind wan the Rigut Hopora- 
ble the EArt of HuyTINGDON on board to sail for Vominica.” 


Madras Gazette, September 12. 1822. - The Honorable the Governor 
was at Rajahmundry on we 4ib instant, 


On Sata d.y morning last the Colours of the Furt were hoisted half 
mast, ana Siateen Minute Guus weie fired trom the Fort Battery, on the 
meiaucholy occasion of tue Demise ot the Shddee wie of the Prince 
Azgcem Jab Bauauaar, brothe: of uis Highness the Navov of the Carnatic, 
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The Ship Nerrune, Captain Edwards from Batavia the 4th and 
Bencoolen the 10th ultimo, arrived in the Roads yesterday. 


The Ship Zenonia, Captain Peick, from Bourdeanx the 29th of 
April and Pondicherry the 10th insiant, anchored in the Roads yesterday | 

Passengers by the Lady Kennaway from Calcutta :—Mrs. Butler, 
Miss C. Mitchel!, and Master G. Mitchell. 

Passengers by the Ea: | Kellie from Bencoolen : —Mr. G. Faathome, and 
Mr, Guy. 

The Duge or Lancaster, Captain Davis, is expected to sail io 
prosecution of her voyage to England imm ediately. 


The Packets by the Lavy Kenwaway for the Cape of Good Hope 


and England are advertised to be finally closed ou Saturday at 1 P.M. 


His Majesty’s Ship Tees and-Scheones Tender Cocnin, have sailed 
siace our last report. 

Distress in Ereland. 

We went this forenoon tothe Tows Hallin hopes of being able to 
give our readers a general outline of the proceedings of the meeting con- 
vened there at 11 0’elock, for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the distressed state ofthe lower orders of the Irish throughout many 
parts of that portion of the United Kingdom. The was nota 
numerons one, aud we felt rather surprised at seeing so very few Irish- 
men present at it. We have no doubt, however, although prevented by 
accident, illuess, or the shortness of the notice, from attending at the 
Town Hail, that they will exert themselves in private, and use all their 
influence in prevailing upon those who can afford it to spare some- 
thing out of their abundance to the forlorn thousands who pine for food 
aud bide the pelting of the pitiless storm of the bitterest adversity im 
their native land. Certain resolutions were entered into at the meet- 
ing, well calculated to promote the object in view ; they are too volu- 
minous to admit of being published in our number of to-day ; nor do we like 
to allude more particularly to them, for fear of its being said, that we gar- 
bled the proceedings. The subscription intended to be commenced is to 
be of that comprehensive natare that every one may join in it. Weareaware 
that many warm-hearted persons, on occasion of subscribing to a great 
public charity, are sometimes kept back from a mistaken notion, that 
such small sums as their means permit them to bring forward, appear 
paltry compared with the amoant‘snbscribed by their wealthier neigh- 
bours, He who can only afford a Goldmohar, is ashamed to enter his 
donation immediately under his who has put down four cr five hundred 
Rupees. Let such diffident persans, bear in mind, that it is not the nu- 
merical ainount of alms that does honor to him who contributes them, 
but the proportion which they hear to bis, means, and the spirit with 
which they are given. Jtis a soothing reflexion, then, for the poor 
man to know, that even He has it in his power to succour human misery. 
Ont of the vast heap in the treasury of the temple in Jerusalem, all that 
is on record on earth, if notin Heaven, is'a tiny mite thrown in by a 
poor widow. Several men of wealth and substance no doubt had 
added substantially to the beap, (but the widow’s mite alone is 
remembered. We hope, then, that the intention of the meeting 
will be successful, and that all ranks will come forward and endea- 
vour, under Provideace, to stay that plague of famine and disease 
which is preying upon the vitals of that land whose inhabitants 
are proverbially famed for the best qualities that adorn human na- 
ture. Perhaps many may be of opinion, that any snccours raised ia 
this country cannot reach the scene of misery and devastation in suffici- 
ent time to be of use. We are convinced, if they seriously examine the 
subject for a moment, that they will be of a different way of thinking. 
The distress, it appears, as far as we can learn ftom the public papers 
and private Jetters received by Irish Gentlemen here, was most pre- 
valent at the period of the year when the inhabitants should have been 
employed io cultivating the ground for a new crop. Instead, however, 
of possessing the necessary quantity of seed for sowing the land in the 
mouths of April and May, the peasants were in absolute want of daily 
food, and, horrible to add, were dying along highways, in ditches, and 
under be:ges and dykes, from sheer want of sustenance and shelter, er 
from typhus feverinduced by famine! The preceding autamn had been 
unusually wet, and whole districts were ove:flowed in consequence ; 
this had proved particularly hurtfaltashe potatoes, which, it wili be ree 
membered, are generaily left iu the ground till the end of autumn. Here, 
then, we have uo ideal picture of misery—it is ajireal, and terribly 
trve. The subscriptions already raised in England, we trust will enable 
the thoasands who stands in need of relief to get through the » inter, the 
bountital sums which we confidently avtieipate will be realised ‘hough. 
ont Fudia, wil ar jve next sprine just in time to enable the peasant te 
put his bit of land in proper tram tor st Mug a pentiful croo for the 
neat season. Britsss sjouruers iv the East have always been :ematka-. 
ble for their phijanth opy, even to fore:guers and aliens, and sure we 
are that they will m.inrain their cha acier for kind hearts and open 
hands, now tha; there bothers in Eup ae ¢ owing poder the most ap: 
pailing and compjcated sfflictions.— Inuia Guzette. 
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Lines. 
TO MY LYRE IN INDIA. 





Alas, to wake again thy native chime ? 

No mountain-stream with gladsome sound is here, 
Throughout this languid, silent, sultry elime, 

Nor raral mirth nor song delight the ear ; 

No Lark’s glad notes are beard the morn (o cheer 
No blackbird sings the evening to repose, 

The night’s wild how], the day-scene still and drear, 
Are all in union with the Exile’s woes. 


OSCAR. 





Sonnet, 


This morn a dream that seem’d the very truth 
Came sudden like the dark cloud’s light’ning-blaze, 
To all the charms of innocence and youth 
Appear’d the maid belov’d in other days! 
Unchang’d she shone in virtue’s brightest rays,— 
Qaick on myself I turn’d the searching thought, 
There all was dark with sin, and with disgrace ; 
Illicit loves of lod—how dearly bought !— 
I felt my love of home had long decay’d 
Beneath the chilling years of. “‘ hope deferr’d,” 
Deep in my heart avenging conscience prey’d, 
That heart that wish’d too late, it ne’er had err’d : 
Strack with the contrast, agonizing sighs 
Convulsive tore my breast, and torrents fill’d my eyes. 


ASIATICUS, 





Ove. 
To naen ° 


O thou! whose toil no respite knows, 
Nor calumny can sink in gloom ; 

Brightly around thy learned brows 
The garland shall for ever bloom! 





Go on, enraptur’d with the muse, 
Thy Jaboars still with joy pursae, 
Unmindful of the low abase 
Of servile imitating crew! 


The leaden darts of slander’s tongue 
With silent dignity confound— 

Thy cheerful toils shall be ere long 
In spite of opposition crown’d. 


Boldly put forth thy ardent mind, 

At envy’s threats you soon shail smile; 
Amidst thy labours stil) thonl’t find 

The muses mingling with the toil. 


For ever welcome is thy page, 
Which gay with scrious subject blends, 
Like dews succeeding Phocbas’ rage, 
The wearied mind in mirth unbends. 


Thus Flora in her wreath entwines 
The blushing rose and violet blue ; 
Thus in its varied colours shines 


Bright Iris on the raptur’d view. OSCAR. 





D caths. 

On the 23d instant, after an illness of 20 days, of a bilious fever, 
Mr, Jonn Cusstn, aged 27 years, leaving ia England a tender wife and 
mother with many relatives and friends, to deplore their untimely and 
irreparable loss, 

At Cawnpore, on the 16th instant, Joun, the infant Son of Captain 
H. E. Pitman, of the 50th Regiment. 

On the 7th instant, Repexan, the infant Daughter ef Mr. W. Mrtye, 
Assistant at ghe Muttra Pay Office, aged 7 months aud 25 days. 
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Burial Ground at Mowrapgf. 
To the Editor of the Bengal Hurkaru, 





Sir 
¥ The inconvenience to which the Inhabitants of Howrah must have 


been subject from the want of a Burial Ground, is obvions, but, I am 
happy to hear, tbat the Government have resolved to station a CRaplain 


at that place, and there need ve no doubt but thei: rality wl readily 
provide a Burial Ground, and all other conveniencc. vecesss’y to a 
Christian Establishment, In the mean time an arrangeweut is already 


in progress for the temporary relief of this difficusty. 
I am Sir, your obedient Servant, 


September 27, 1822. J © A SUBSCRIBER, 
Sbipping Arrivals. 
: CALCUTTA, 
Date Names of Vessels Fiags Commanders From Whence Left 
Sept. 27 Larkins British H.R.Wilkinson London April 30 
27 Nenveile Alliance French Gautherin Bordeaux May 31 
27 Abbassy Arab Ally Rohoman Mascat Ang. 30 
27 Fattah Mobarruck Arab Abdullah Moh. Muscat Ang. 24 
MADRAS. 
Date Names of Vessele Flags Commanders From Whence Left 
Sept. 7 Hasmy British J.J. Denham Bencoolen Ang. 17 
7 Swan British T. Ross Cariical Sept. 6 


7H.M.S.Tees British T. Coe Trincomalie Sept.& 
7 H. M. Scb.Cochin British E. Tincombe Trincomalie Sept. 6 
8 Lady Kennaway British C, Beach Calcutta Ang. 20 
9 Earl Kellie British R. Edmonds Bencoolen Aug. 18 


Stations of Pessels in the River. 


—- 


CALCUTTA, SEPTEMBER 26, 1822. 


At Diamond Harbour.—Camoens, (P.) outward-bound, remains,— 
LaRKtns, inward-bonnd, remains. 

New Anchorage, —H. C, Ships Prince Recewr, and Asta,— 
Mary, (Schooner. 

Saugor,—JuLiana, asd Ernaan, (H.C. S.) outward-bound, remains. 





Passengers. 


Passengers per Ship Larkins, Captain H. R. Wilkinson, from London the 
30th of April, Madeira the 22d of May, Madras the \3th of September, 
and Masulipetam the 16th ditto. 


From London.—Mrs. Wilkinsou, Mrs. Mary Bryce, Mrs. Norman, 
Mrs. Ferrar, Mrs. Hame, Mrs. Smith, and Mrs. Peirson ; Misses Buck. 
ley, Helen Merchant, Maria Yates, Jane Cox, Sarah Smith, and Chare 
lotte Smita; Dr. James Bryce, Captain Dalgairns, 7th Regiment N«tive 
Infantry, Captain Buckley, 18th Regiment of Native fufantry ; Lieute. 
nants Nernan, Ferrar, Hume, and Smith, Quarter Master, of His Ma- 
jesty’s 4ist Regiment ; Messrs. G. Spry, and Robert Smith, Cadets ; 
Mr. H. Lundie, Merchant; Messrs. George Johnson, .and J. Pierson, 
Free Merchants ; Masters William Smith, Henry Smith, James Smith, 
L. Smith, J. Ferrar, and P. Ferrar: From Madras.—Mrs. Yates and 4 
Child:ev, Mrs. Sarah Oman, Lieutenant Colonel Yates, Lieutenant War. 
ren, and Mr. Marry, Midshipman of H. M. S. Lirrey. 


Passengers per Meptna, from Bombay for Liverpool.—Mrs. Mee 
Leane, Mrs. Newhouse, Major Hutchison, Captain McLeane, Captain 
Place, Lieutenant McLeane, Lieutenant Peukin, Liestenant Booth, 
Lieutenant Barnes, Iieutenant Faden, Lieutenant Newhouse, Lieute. 
Lyoel, Lieutenant Workman, Lieatenant Malkerne, Lieutenant Dani: ', 
Ensigus Brown, and Mackay, 8 Soldiers and 1 Woman of the 65th Regi. 


sAarwmage. 

At Madras, on the 9th instant, at St. Mary’s Church, by the Rev- 
erend Mr. Lewis, Serjeant Major GEorGr GuRNELL, of the Engineers 
Department, to Miss Emetia Heten Youne. 

BiritHs. 

On the 26th instant, the Lady of Captain Jonn Ouiver, 2d Batta- 
lion 11th Regiment of Native Infantry, of a Son. 

Off the Sandheads, on the 17th isstant, en board the Morra, the 
Lady of Lieutenant Cuesney, of the Bengal "Art illery, of a Son. 

At Madras, on the 9th instant, the Lady of Joun Dent, Esq. of the 
Civil Service, of a Son. 

At Madras, on the 7th iastant, the Lady o * Captain R. H. Russet, 
6th Light Cavalry, of a Daughter. 

. At Vepery, on the 9th iustant, the Lady of Joun De Unrttta, Esq. 
of a Son. 
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